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wonder any croſſe. 
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ſeemed more fating : which if 7 hed 


u- 
ſoipfalls 


the vertuous Ladie Fix crs Wan 


and godly wife 


life, and of the hfe 


to COME, 


Ri worſbipfull Sir jnreſed of 


Pl indeede , ſome learned 
fora ron: hane 


tempted, I could hane «dded nothitly wnto 
that, whith you daily profiife, and haut 
done many yeares , t6 the great good of 
that part of our county ey , wherein God 
h1th placed you. But yet as you art 4 Ih . 
ltian,and a profeſſor of the Goſpel, and ſe 

(exenip ak mh of os ore 


many waits , and plentiful powred ont 
Y 2 


por 


a- 


t > nn 


Goto ects S gh 
ro 5 eTIIAR; 1 hoe, 


trane reſent or t Y/ 
Mule Sing th 
d,thrvif any anal 

Mauch.16.24 Collowkirg, hemuſt take vp his croſſe 
andfollow hin... 4nd: ' therefore thatis 
itywhech every one muſt looke for , at one 
p fem or4n other, andin what kind it ſhall 
*  ſeemebeſt i0 he hartemtywiſdome. For 
here 1 haue laboxved, to _ _ of f the 
word of God , many eaſons of 
entund comfortable bearing of he 

But whatfoeurr it bt ; i; proceed 

an hiart vnfained'y-well $924 

Ju? and fo 1 pray you 4etept of Ky 
_”_ teſtimonte of the ſame. \ 

And for your ſelfe, good aadowll | 

though your  owne wvertues and kindnes 

deſerue much, God hauing put wpon you 

Prov.16.31, That ww of glorie, that Salomon 
of , namely, that your age 1s 
vunds in the "m of ri Sons 


f 


, ak tothe Goſpel of Chrifland 


ritie in executing of iuſttce, heartie affe- 
(ion to all his neighbaurs ; great hoſp1ta- 
litie and yeleefe. to the poore , enenin the 
times of greateſt ſcarſitie and want; with - 
moſt excellent orders in his family for 
daily prazer, for reading the Scriptures, 
| and for ſingin of Pſalmes , doe yet ſpeake 
4 for him, and ſhall whiles this age remas- 
neth. whoſe wprightne(ſe of heart upto 


loue to all,that profeſſed t: wth his ſance- | : a7 


God(wherein he was aright Nathanael, 1ov.1.4 


exen ate Ifraclir indecd)/prorGl 
that alf bis r:ght worſhip dluliren, 
fomith aitd davghters may ſet before theis 


ges, 


The Epiſtle Dedicatorie. 
* eyes, 48 a1 example to follow: 
"nd opregng God obeqoohb 
with many comfortable dates rogethetitn 
this life andeternall happines efeer death. 
DO. 
wered : wht. Seng of God open 
tbe right worſbipfull pr—_— and 
childrens childr ew on both fides, 1bidyos 
all moſt humbly and heartily fare-well in 
Chrift. Norton in Suff. Iun. 2441608 


Your Worſhips inall vnfained 
loue for Chriſts ſake, 


Nuolas Boiende. 
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A COMEFORTA. 
BLE TREATISE 
| for the afflicted. * : 


Rom,8$.26,8&c, * 
Likewiſe the Spirit alſo helpeth our infire. DE 
mities : for we know not what topray 45 we © 
org ht : - but the Spivit it ſelfe makgth requefF 
for vs with fiohes, which cannot be expreſſed. Pa 1 
27 But he that ſearcherth the hearts knoweth 5 » 
what ts the meaning of the. Spirit - for he mas 
k-th reque#t for the Saints , according to the 
wilof God. 28 Alſo we krow that all things $3. 
worke together for the bei unto them that > I, 
lone God: enen ts them that are called of his 
prrpoſe, 29 For thoſe whome he knew be- 
fore,he alſo predeſtinate to be made likg to the 
mage of his Sonne, that be might be ans frit. 


borne among many brethren, wc, 


» pj 


o , 


——— 


[He generall 1 inrent and purpoſe 
ofthe A paltlc here 15,to1ntreat. 
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2 A comfortable Treatiſe 
of the matter of afflictions , to rhis 


ende, thathe might ſhew, that none. 


of them ſhall be able to hinder vs rs. 


our ſaluation,that ſo beeing well per- 


=, 


fwaded of them, and of the goodnes' 
of Godtowards vs in them,we might 
be the better prepared for them, and 
haue more Kh inthe bearing of 
them.For he having prooued before, 
that we are juſtified & ſaued by faith 
in Chriſt, for the further aſſurance of 
all thoſe that relic vpon Chriſt for 
their ſaluation, he remooueth out of 
their minds, thoſe things that might 
{ceme to weaken their faith herein. 
"And namely, firſt of all the confi- 
deration of our naturall corruption, 
cleaning faſt vato vs; hindering vs 
from that which is good, and draw- 


ing vs to that thatis euill, cuen after 


ſuch time,as we do belecue: of which 
he hath ſpoken in the former chap- 
rec, ſaving, I allow not that which TI 
doc:tor K. 4 I would, that doe I nor: 


but 


- 2 cw XX $— cc 
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bar what I hate,that do I. For I know 
thatin me, thar is, in my fleſh, dwel- 
leth no:good : for'to will is preſent 
with me, bur I fradeno meanes to 
performe that that is good. For I doe 
not the good, that I would, butthe 
euill that I would not, that doe I. TI 
finde then , that when I would doe 
good, I am thus yoaked , thar euillis 
ww with me. For Idclight in the” 
aw of God in the inner man. ButT 

ſee an other law in'my members te= 
belling againſt the law of my minde,” 


and leading me captiue vato the law? © 


of ſinne which is in my members. 9 
wretched man that I am , who ſhall 
deliner mee from the bodice of this * 
death ! | 
For anſwer vnto which he faith, 
that by the imputation of the perfe&-+ 
holineſſs of our Sauiour Chriſt; the 
euiltines of this is taken away, andis 
notimputed vnto vs before x6 iudp- 
mentſeatof God: and'therefore he” 
V4TWa A 2 faith, 


4 A corsfortable Treatiſe 
ſaith, it is no more I that doc-it,but 
ſinne that dwellech in me:for if I doe 
thatT would nor, it1s no more I that 
doe it, but the fnne that dwelleth in 
me : and therefore it ſhall not be laid 

vnto my charge: torI my ſelfe in m 
minde ſcrue the law of God: rn 
in my fleſh I ſerue the law of finne: 
andtherefore inthe next chapter he 
breaketh out into this comfortable 
ſaying, and auoucheth it moſt confi- 
denely , that there is no condeimnati- 
on to them that ate in Chriſt Ieſus, 
which walke not aftcr the fleſh , but 

after the Spirit. 
And this communion and fellow- 
ſhip that herein we haue with Chrilt 
for the diſcharging of vs from the 
Suil of. our narurall corruption, we 
now by tw2 infallible rokens : the 
one is the Spirit of ſinfification, 
which we haue receiued from him, 
whereby it commeth to paſſe , that 
we. walk notatrer the fleſh any m—_ 
(1 ut 


for the off 4. N nd. 
but after the Spirtt.-For if the Spitit yecc ;1, 
of him"rhar raiſed vp Iefits fromthe | 
dead, dwell in vs: he*that raiſed 'vp 
Chriſt from the dead; ſhall alſo quic- 
ken our mortall bodies by his Spitir 
that dwelleth in vs*'and therefore it 13. 
we morrtifie the deedes of the bodice 
by the Spirit,we ſhall live : for as'ma- 
ny as are lead by the Spirit of God, 
they are the ſonnes of God: and thus 
this fanRifcation of ours, which is in 
finceritic and truth; though in much 
weaknes and great imperfection pro- 
ceeding from the Spirit of God',isa 
ſure ra Io that we are partakers bf 
the rightcouſneſſe-of Chriſt es the 
perfect TTY of. vs in the ſrghtof 
&God,andtothe taking away ofallthe 
remnants of ſinne infierins 8&dwel- 
lingin'vs continually, 1240? 
The ſecond teſtimonic here6f is 
the Spirit of adoption , "which he gi- 
| uethvs,to affure'vs ofhis fanoutr;and 
| ro delivervs fromour feares itt mea- 


A F ſure, 


yy Acomfortable Treatiſe 
_ _ 1; fure, and ro teach vs chearefully ahd 
_.,,comfortably tapray vnto God, ava 
our moſt merciful Father; for he ſaith 
verſ. 15. _ that. this ſpirirof fanRification,s not 
_theſpirir of bongdageto feare again: 
i Which feare is, wrought 10.vs by the 
{1zht of our ſjnnes through the, mi- 
niitery ct the law:butitis S {piricof 
adoption , wheteby we crie,, Abba, 
» Farher,that is, it ſealeth-vp our adop- 
tion 1n our mindes , and fo, openeth 
our mouthes in ptayer vato God:and 

_ therelore he addeth : that the ſame 
Spirit beareth wiines with our, Spi- 
;Tit$.,' that wee arc the children: of 

. God: and if weE'be children, wee 
are alſo hciresj.cuen the heires-of 
God, and heires annexed | with 
Chriſt . Thus by the Spirit of a- 
doption , which4s diſcerned by this 

. moſt excellent operation of his, that 
it caufeth vs to pray in hope to-God, 
25 to our father , and to call him-not 
once father after a faint manner, but 
twilc 


—___ 
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rwiſe or thriſe;yea continually, Abba, 
father,or father,father: we know thar 
we haue our part in'Chriſt,forwhole 
ſake onely he is our father, and ſo ie 
by him deliuered from the guiltines 
of all the remnants of corruption & 
ſinne,, though they are in our fleſh, 
and dwell there continually, as the 
Apoſtle faith : and doe ſhew them- 
ſelues both by vnbeleefe, and by Hin- 
dring vs fr doing of that good'that 
we would,and cauſing vs to doe rhat 
euill that we wouldnor. - SOS 
Another thing whereby ourfaith 
is aſſaulred and often weakened , is 
the conſideration of thoſe mariifold 
and grieuons afflitions which*may 
and doe befal vs in this world;where- 
by itmight ſeeme vnro vs, thatr'our 
' waies are not ſo acceptable vnto the 
Lord, thatwe might haue cofeforr 
inthem. For anſwervnto which, hee 
ſheweth, thac of what nature or kind 
focuct they be, _ (hall bee ſo farre 
N 4 from 


Rs 
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from hindering vs from the fauout 

of God,& from our faluation; as that 

1athem wee haue Chriſt Ieſus, who 

went before'vs in all our affliftions; 

further then wee can , and yer ar the 

- laſt came vntogloric: andtherefore 

if we patiently abide, as we haue not 

onely the Prophets, and Apoſtles, & 

Martyrs, and other holy men; bur c- 

uen Chriſt himſelfe ro be our fellow 

jnthem; ſo we ſhall be fellowes with 

him,& like vnto him in glorie: for he 

6s, faith, If fo be thatwe fer with him, 
weſhall alſo be glorified with him. 

__  Andleaſt thatit might ſeem grie- 

uous vnto vs,to goe to ſo happie an 

eſtate through ſo gricuous & painfall 

a way , and ſo might thinke , that the 

kingdome of heauen, though it bee 

- never {0 pretious in itſelf, we ſhould 

buie it too deerely ; herelleth'vs af- 

{aredly, that by conſidering the affli- 

ions of this world on the onefide, 

ard che felicitic ofthe kingdome of 


NY for the afflicted. 01 
kexuen on the otheriſide;, and ſd ca- 
ſting vp the-account/of the, one arid 
the other, hee hath found rhe torall 
ſumme of them both to bee- {6 farre 
differing; zthat all the afflictions- of 
this miſerable and wretched world 
indured-by any , and from the huſt 
houre of rheir birth , vnto their laſt 
breath, are not to bee compared4n 
greatneſſe or continuance, vato that 
glorie and happineſſe that: ſhall 
. be revealed and beſtowed vp- 
on vs, according to the expreſſe 
wordes of the text: I count, or. all ,c.. 
things becing well conſidered , Iga- 
thergzthat the afflitions of this pre- 
{cir time,are not worthie of the gld- 
rie that ſhall be ſhewedvato vs, *; 
Andasthis glorie is thus great, ſo 
it is froſt ſure and certainey} thowigh 
we doe nor preſently enioy itz and 
therefore we need not in any wile to 
doubr of it:for all the other creatures 


of Gafl,beſides man, which are vn- 
rcaſonable 


v1 Acomfortable Treatiſe 
- reaſonable and _ { bas in their 
kinda certaine ſenſe and feeling of 
hoon war they bee now ubiea, 
(and that yet butfor a time)vnto this 
 vanitie,that is,corruptionand abuſe, 
which they are in: yer by the inſtin& 
of nature they doe moſt earneſtly, & 
as it were with their heads lifred vp, 
"and neckes ſtretched out, that they 
'might ſce a great way off, looke for 
the revealing of the ſonnes of God, 
that ſo they themſelues alſo might 
- then be redeemed from bondage in- 
-totheir glorious libertie 5 and rhey 
ſhall nor” bee diſappointed of their 
hope. Therefore much more we thar 
-haue received the firſt fruits of the 
ſpirit , ſhould with greater patience 
in trouble abide the will of God a 
while , and with more certaintie and 
earneſtnefle” of deſire looke for an 
happy change of all our afflitions in\ 


that moſt glotious day. 


Which the Apoſtle ſertetti'our in 


 * is. 4 —" - #% SS TT 
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much more pathericall and fignih+ 
cant wordes then Þhaye” expreſicd, 
and therefore I could'nar paſſe them 
ouerzforhe — 
ofthe creature, that is,,otrhe whole 
frame of this world; and-ofall thinps 
in it, waiteth whe the'fonnes of Go 

(hall bee reucaled. ' 20-.Becauſecthe 
creatiire ts ſubie&t vito vaniticznoryt 
his owae Will,or naturalanclination, 
but by reaſon of him which hath \fab- 
dued it vnder hope. For thoughhoe 
did by his curſe vpomall the erea- 
tures, which he had 'inade for: man, 
ſhew how-greatly: he; was difpleaſed 
with theifall and ſinne bt man;yerthe 


would , giue them hope'to-be-reſto- 


red: and therefore he addeth,21.For 


the creartire alſo ſhall be delinered 
trom the bondage.of: corruption in- 


to the glorious libertie of the ſonnes + 


of God.For we knowthatcuery cre- 
athre groanerh with vsalfo, and tra- 
nailer 


& 


in paing together vnto this - 
Fo ae 


enrdefirc 4 iy, 
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- preſent : as 2 woman with childnot 
onely with exceeding forrowe, bug 
with hope of a com rtable deliue- 
rance in time. And not onely the 
creatures,but we alſo which haue the 
firſt fruits of the Spitit, euen we doe 
figh in our ſelues, waiting for the a- 
doption cuen the redemption of our 
owne bodies, that is , our laſt reſts- 
ring, whea' as our adoption ſhall be 
fully accompliſhed in foule and bo- 
dic. "_ F 
Which condition of ours1in atfli- 
ion , though gricuous. for a time, 
but moſt happie in the ende, that we 
mightnor refuſe ro vadergoe , with 
the reſt of the creatures, and our bre- 
thren & ſiſters: he calleth vs to con- 
fider the wiſe order which God hath 
appointed in. fauing of vs, which is 
by hope : for he faith, Ve are ſaued 
by hope, bur hope tharis ſcene is not 
hope: for how can a man hope for 


- thathe ſeeth, but if we hope for that 
| we 
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we ſcenor,, we doe With patience a- 
bide for ir. Therefore we muſt noti- + 
magine ſo ſoone to inioy all happi-- 
wr ps we belecve it:butbe content” 
to want all things for a time: thatho- 
ping for them v ith patience &long- 
ſuffering, we mighr come to them at 
laſt : vnſefſe we will goe abourto in- 
vert this excellent order , which the 
Lord hath determined and appoin- 
tedto be in fauing vsz which is by 
trayning vs vp inthe hope and expe- 
Qation of all things promiſed for a 
ſeaſon. Nq 
But now becauſe the hope that is 
| deferred,is the fainting ofthe heart, © 
as Salomen ſaith, that is , ir maketh A Prov.13-3t 
man fick at the very heart, tobe long 
| deferred of that that we deſire and 
| hope for:& therefore we might feare 
| both in reſpect of our own weaknes, 
| and alſo the greatnes,together with 
dhe long continuance of affliftion , 
that we ſhould notwith patience vn- © 
der 
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I4; A tc | 
der the-croſſe:; continue -to hold our | 
happily vnto the ende: he further ad-/ cl 
deth for our ſingular comfort; thar' || ®! 
the Spirit, Which we haue receiued, | } Y 
whereby weare fanftified, and wher-: | 
by we pray te. God, as to our: Father, th 
ſhall-pertorme this office alſo vnto py 
vs,that it ſhall helpe to beare the bur« | 
den of our affliction with vs ; and fo 

though we be neuerſo weakezyert be» | " 
inglupported by the power of it, we 
hallbee ablero endurechemwelle» I { 


emf. Nough : for hee faith , Likewiſe the | t 
(pirit alſo helpeth our infirmitics. Y 

So that ic ſhall be all one with vs, y 

as with a young childe , vpon whole j 
(houlder the father laying a»heauic ( 
burden; which of'itſclfe were able to l 

preſſe him downe ta the ground; hee : 

ſhould fo put his hand vnder:t , that , d 

hee ſhould beare the whole waight Y 


almoſt and ſtreſle of it himſelte, and +} © 

ſo he ſhould make him carry it:Now P 

it the earthly-father wil not of his/na- q 
_ curall * 


. l 
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mrall affe&ion onerlade the-poore! 
& childe, then wee neede nottofeareg? 
but that the Lordourſpiritual father 
will ſo increaſe our ſtrength, accors/ 
ling to the meaſure of our afflitics, 
| that we ſhall find this. promile to be 
rue by experience, Thar his holy® 
ſpirit ſhall helpe our infirmities. ' © 

And thus Dawid cemmendeth the 
1 mercie of God vnto vs, Thatas afa-?*191 5+ 
ther hath compaſhon on: his childre,! + 
| ſo hath the Lord compz:ſhon on thE- 
1 that feare him: be knoweth whereof 
we be made,he remembreth thatwe 
be bur duſt: where hee rendreththis* 
one reaſon of the merciful dealing of * 
God towards vs,cuen the knowledge” 
thar he hath of our weake and fraile 
eſtatezwhich thing,as it is moſt com- 
fortable ro conſider,fo we ſhall finde 
itto be moſt true by experience; be- 
cauſe our Sauiour Tefus Chriſt hath 
praied forvs , as himſelfe witneſſeth' 
1athe Goſpel ,vnto his heaucnly fa-"? 

Lys ther, 
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ther,that he would giue vs2 comfor-" | 


3eb.44.6; ter that might abide with vs for cuerz 


2a.Cor.4.y. 


pareth the mjſcrable eſtate 


euen the ſpirit of truth , whom the 


world cannot receine. 

And the bleſſed Apoſtle confef- 
ſeth of himſclte,that he was partaker 
of the fruitof this praier; for beeing 


in many aftlictions that were able to 


haue ouercom him,yet by the power 


of Gods ſpitit, he did ho!d out hap- 
ptly in them : ſaying, Vee are affli- 
ed on euery (1de,yctare wee notin 
diſtreſſe;weare in doubt, but we de- 
_ notzweare perſecuted, but not 


orfakenzwe are caſt downe, but wee 


periſh not: Euery where we beare a- 
bour in our bodie the dying of the 
lord Ief.is, thatthe life of Iefus might 
alſo be made manifeſt in our bodies; 
forwe which liue,arc alwaies dcliue- 


red vnto death for Ieſus fake, that the 


life alſo of Iefus might bee made ma- 
nite(t in our bodies. Where he com- 


dition 
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tion tharthe fairhifull and more ſþe- 
ciallytheMiniſters are in,vnto a con- 
rinuall dying , and the vertues of the 
ſpiritof God inthem vnto life, which 

' oppteſſerhthat death: & he rendreth 
this reafon, why the Lotd doththus _ 
oftew affli & his ſeruants,namly,Thar vez. 
theexcelencie of that power might 
be' of God;and not of vs, that is, at 
all mea might perceine og ny Y 
ſtood not by mans power , butby ch 
fingular vertue of God, in that they * 
die a thouſand deaths ,butneuer pe- 
fiſh:'and ſo in many daiingers 45 hee 
defendethithem, 15 in much weake- 
ncs he ypholdeth thein , and his Spi- 


rit helpeth their infirmities. bd AFM 
 Andthis grace of Godalſo vphol- * 
ding himin great weakneſle againſt 
molt dangerous temptations he ac- 
knowledgeth'in an orher place: for 
when he felt himfelfe fo fore tronb? 
led with them to his continuall grief; | 
a5 if he. had bad a pricke thruſt ay ehap.137 
WY, B x is 


as A confortabliautiſle © 
his fleſh; andrhemeſſengergf Satan 
did ſo moleſthim, agthoughbe had | 


beene moſt ſhamerully. On 
rhe face fox which-be beſaughe the 
Lord thriſc,thar'is,very ofcerythat-it 
might depart fromhim: he-receined 
ey. ,, tis anſwer from God , My'grace. is 
ſithcicar for thee for my pawer is 
made perte& through, weaknes; » So 
in this ſpirituall.combarte,, the Spitit 
of God did vphold him againſt the 
remprations of Saxan,andot his own 
corruption: and ſo he concladeth, 
that when he was weake,then was he 
ſtrong : that is, in his greateſt weak- 
neſſſe he f:lr the power of God'vp- 
holding kim; and{o ſhall weezifwee 
waite ypon hum.:., 5 .., 2i7lt 
For the Apoſtle ſhewerh that this 
which hee found: by experience in 
himſelfc,by the goodnes and mercie, 
of God, belongethto all the.reſt o 
tac faithfull, when he writeth chus to! 
1.Cor.16t3. the Corimtbians:God is ——— 
W1 
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will.not ſuffer you to beetempred a» 
boue that you beable, but willeuen 
give the iſſue with the temptation; 
that you may bee able ro beare ir; 

where heſaich; The God that would 2 £ 


haue vs tempted for.our good, wil by + ©» 


his icit ſo ſtrengthen vs,that wee 
{hall be able ro.beare thein, and haue 
an bappie iſſue out of ther. Andif 
there were no Scripture to prooue 1t; 
our owne experience might tell vs 
the truth of it; for if wee haue obſer- 
ued any thing , wee ro remember 
that many times wee haue beene 
brought very lowe, and haue vnder- 
gone-ſach hard brunts , that wee 
thought we ſhould neuer haue beerie 
able ro haue borne them.Neither ins 
deede ſhould we, but that therewas 
another thing in vs , farre aboue'our 
ſelues , which did helpe vs, and cau- 
ſed vs' both to indure, and to ouer- 
come thoſe things, which we thoght 
wee ſhould haue fainted inthe mid- 

B 2 deſk 


s.Cer.1.3. 
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deſt ofthem : and ſo we _ boldly 
fay with this holy Apoltle,Bleſſed be 
God;,cuen the father of our Lord Ie: 


ſas Chriſt, thefarher of mercies and 


God of all comfottsi which comfor: 
teth vs in afl our fribulations,that we 


may be able to comfort them that be 


in affliction, with the comfort wher- 
with we our (clues are comforted of 
God, For as the ſufferings of Chriſt 
abound in vs, fo our conſolation a+ 
boundeth through Chrilt: 

Thus the Lord increaſeth thecom- 
forts of his Spirit in his ſeruants acs 
cording to thetr afflitions , ſo that 
they doe not onely cquall*them gbut 
alſo exceede them in _ : and fo 
becing. ſupported by the Spirit;rh 
are able wg ace Pay pri _ 
miſe of God,that his Spiritſhall help 
vs in our infirmities , 1s ſo much the 
more worthic to be conſidered of vs, 
becaufe ir is ſo generall, that it ſhall 
helpe vs, nor in ſome few onely, but 

FiY 
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for the affiited. 21 
in all our infirmities wharſocuer ; for 
he ſpeaketh indefinitly,and not limi- 
teth the promiſe to any one. Sothar 
there can be noweakeneſſe in vs fo 
great, or infirmities ſo many vpon 
vs,in which the Spirit fhal not ſtreg- 
then vs, cuen to the bearing of the 
preateſt croſle, thar God ſhall lay ” 
onvs$3as we haue ſcene it in the A- 
poſtle before,who ſaid, that God did 
comfort him in all his tribulations, 
and his confolations in Chriſt did a- 
bound, cuen as his ſufferings did a- 
bound. 

Bur in the meane ſeaſon Pal gi- 
ueth vs to vnderſtand, thatthe off 
Rions of Gods children are often- 
times ſo great,thatthey farre paſſe a- 
ny ſtrength chat is in vs to beare thE; 
andthat we are notable to doe itof 
our ſclues; yea,that we are very weak 
of ourſelues, and ſubie&tto many n+ 
firmities , though we haue recemed 
the Spirit of ſan@ification ,and of 3+ 
B 3 doption; 
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doption:for the ſame Spirit doth not 
 cleane ridde vs'of them, whiles wee 
arc in this world,bur doth onely help 
vs in them:according tothe — 
words 0' the Apoſtle, Likewiſe the 
Spiritalfo helpeth our infirmities.In 
ſo much that he confeſſeth not onely 
of other the faithfull, but alſo of the 
Apoſtles, and of himſelfe, in whoſe 
paine keſpeaketh , and ioyneth him- 
ſeire wit tem, that they were not a- 
ble to hauic vndergone ſo many and 
great things, as they did, being fraile 
menlike vato vs, but that they had 
the Spirit hcÞing them in their in- 
firmities:- for hee doth-notlay, thar 
t1c Spirit helpeth your weaknes, but 
vs,that are the ſtrongeſt, and helperh 
vs in our infirmities: therno man 
muſt thinke $5 be free from-them., it 
is and muſt be ſufficient for vs that 

the Spirit doth helpe vs in them. 
The truth of which may likewiſe 
appeare in the great. complaint:ot 
| Dautd, 


© 
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vs asa moſtrried'patterne of-all 'pa- 
tiences yet how many and'gfeat in- 
frmities appeared in him it is eut- 
dent, when herthus criedour againſt ** 
himlelfe, Ler che day periſh,wherein tob 3.3. 
I was'dorne, and the night when 

was faid, there is a man child concti- 

ued> letthat day be darkneſſe,Jettior 

God regardiitfromaboue z Heirher 
lerthe hghriſhine vpon it: ahdwhy 

died Inort in the birth? or whydi&d 
Inort when I came out of thewemb? 
why didthe knees preuent'me3arid 

why aid I fackethe breaſts? atid'id- 

Ty more ſuch birrer wordes procee- 

nffrom great weakneſſe he vetered 

_— hiniſelfe. And Da#id, though 

he was a matvaſter Gods own heart, 1.Sam.13.1 
i B 4 and 


2am. 1343-and did beare many afflictionswnderx 
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Saul with great patience; yetin many 


a Plalmes he bewrajeth great inhem- 


116.11. 


ties : I faid in mine haſt, Ianrcaſt our 


of thy ſights he acknowledgeth his | 


infidelitic to be ſuch,that he did raſh- 
ly fay that God had cleane forfaken 
him : and in another place he ſpea- 
keth rhus of himſelte ; I faide in my 
tcare, All men are lyars , that is; hc 
faidin his temptation,that Semzelthe 
Prapher, when he told him, tharhee 
ſhould bee King of: Iſracl , -&1d not 
ſpeake it from God by the ſpirit-of 
propheſie,bug of his owne head, and 


{o did buy lic and- diſſemble with 
| him. | s 1. 


| -{ Therefore we arenotto imagine 


of.ſuch a portion of Gods Spirir,that 


might ſwallow vp all our irifirmities, 
an 


cleane ridde vs of them,(for rheni 


we ſhould be no men) hut it muſt be 


ſufficient, that we are aided with-the 
ſtreagth of it , ſo that-we finally fall 


not 


fan” 23 
pot downe, andlie ſtil vnderthe hea- 
nie burden of afflition , yeilding'ro 
our infirmities, and ſo overcgme'of 


them: ſo thartchere is a agoee thing, 25gagage 


ir were in vs; namely,oor owtie infir- 
mities to humble vs,and the ſtrength 
of Gods Spirirto inable vs to beare 
our afflitions.- So that hauing fo 
Rrong and ſoablean helper,io beare 
with vs the burden, we may be'com- 
ftorred with hope' of induting' tlie 
greateſt thing, that may befall'vs'in 
chis world, though continuing vpon 
vs neuer ſolang, Nor indeed alwaics 
in that. manner, thatwe ought, and 
doe doftre;, 'burſo as it may be accep- 
table vato- God, and ſofarre forth as 
his holy Spirit ſhall helpe'vs inour 
infirmities : forthough there beino- 
thing invs bur infirmities , yet there 
is helpe for'vs from the Spirit'of 
God. nao: wig &: Bret 
Andthat we might eueninour ins 
ficmities,hy the helpe of the Spire 
Yd O 
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God heareallafflictionsaswe ought, 
the Apoltle further. adderh , thatthe 
ſame;Spiritihall likewiſe ſtirre vsvp 
11 all Hegeſſuages of aurs, to/pray vato 
Godforhel2c,andforhis grace ,and 


to make; our moane 'vnatechim, asts 
our f:ther, and-we ſhall be heard of 


Re:.$.36. him therib, ſaying, For we know not 


"Is SP 
any wel ordered ipechesor words 


what to: Prop as. wee ought: burrhe 
Spirjt-it ſelte makerh requeſt fot; vs 
wita fighes,which-eannor be expref« 
ted: but hethat ſcarcherh:the hearts, 
knoweth what-is the meaning of the 
Spirit: foe be- makerl> requeſtor the 
Saintz,according to thewill of God, 
Where welce,both what great infir- 
mitics \e-be hibictvnty,, and alſo 
how the-Spirjr.of Godthelpeth vs-in 
the ſarhe:For ſometimes ehrough the 
greiteffe of our miſerie , we know 
not) what t2. ſay ,or howe topray to 
God as we ought: and yer then his 
imedath ſtirrevp invsthoughnot 
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yet thoſe fighes.and groanes which 
bceing ynſpeakable , and notteltof 


themgin whom they are, arewell vn- 
der{tood and accepted of God, he- 
cauſe they procecde from hishpicit, 
whoſe meaning heknowerh &gran- 
tethy; becanſe-3r) makech! requett for 
the Saings according; to the. will of 
Gods (13.3503 01.1 , 121126438 
Wherejn'we are firſt of all-to'c6- 
{ider,chatthough wee hauorecciued 
the ſpirit of God, euen tht fpirirof 
adoption , whereby we” crie Abba, 
Father, which ſpirit teacnech'vs2o 
pray, and'by -which wee haue many 
times called vpon God with grearat- 
ſarance and: comfort , both for and 
withour ſelucsand orhcrsalſdy 'yer 
there may/bea time , & thatvery of: 
ren, wherein: wee-may beto diſhor- 
ted by ſome-great affliction, ang in 
fucha caſe, Gi becing as it: werea- 
ſtoniſhed athd ouercome: with the 
oreataefſc and ftrangeneſle ofit, wee 
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cannot well rel what ea pray, or what 
toazke of God. And though prayer 
atſuch a time efpecially be our only 


- 


refuge,according to the ſaying of the 
ap 136.48 me znthe day of 
tcouble,ſo wil I deliuer thee : yet we 
cannot tell how to begin , and whax 
to fay. And fo vnlike thall we bee vn» 
toour Father, and to that thatwee 
haue beene in times paſt, asthough 
wee werenot the ſame : nay ,oure- 
ſtate may ſeeme to bee like vnto the 
wicked, who areat their wits ende, 
and know nothow to pray vnto God 
atall.For if wewere asked then,what 
we would haue,we cannot make a di- 
rect anſwer; andthough we haue li- 
bertic to aske of God according to 
ourneede , yet wee cannot vlc it: for 
we cannattell what topray. 
O whata woaderfull thing is this! 
but yet moſt truez and that which is 
tobe found notin ſome fewe meane 
perſons onely,thatarc ignorant , and 


Plal. 50.15. 


Py was wot ws v4 o@. © ba HDKwue 


haue not accuſtomed themſelues to 
ptayer;zbutin the moſt excellent ſer- 


uants of God; euenthe Apoſtles the- 


{clues; as Pawthere bringeth himſelfe 
in withthe reſt foran example, and 
in this great infirmitic maketh him- 
ſelfe like vnto the reſt,fayingzFor we 
know not what to pray aswe ought. 
And though there be many exceller 
raiers inthe old & new Teſtament, 
by which wee might learne/howto 
on eſpecially wee haute aper- 
c& forme of on preſcribed by 
our Saviour Chriſt to dire vF in 
things needfull forvs : yet in temp- 
ration wee aske thofe things many 
rimes, which if we had them , would 
bee huntfull vnto vs : and when Wee 


doe aske that that is profitable and- 


good, yet cuen then by preſcribing 
ynto the Lord the time when , &mhe 
manner how,and'the meanes where- 


by wee would becedeliuered,accor- 


din 2 to our owne minde , wee pray 
| wit 


* 
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thari may be truely ſaid of vs, Wee 


ought. ise-p # 
This was: the eſtate of that good 
King Hez2kiah,when he was ficke vns 
to death; at what time becing greatly 


pained in his body,and foretroubled 


lif:,he firbed his face vnro the wall, 
and praied vntothe Lord ; but how? 
hee: doth-expreſle. it in, theſe words; 
#6..:3. 1. Like aCrane ot a Swallow fo did I 
chatter;L did mourne as a doue : that 
is,19the bitterneſle of his ſfoule hee 
didnot vie many wordszyca;hee was 


altogether ſo confuſed, that his pray- 


he knew not almoſt what ro ſay. 
Such was the perplexitic & more 
than Hevinfirinitic of David, when as in 
his great afflitions , in ſtead of pray- 
ing,heroarcd all the day long,as hee 
P13: faith of himfſelfe ; VVhenT helde my 


fon gue J 


39 I 
with- ſuch impatience ,and diſtruſt 


cannot tell 'what-$0- pray as wee 


mhisminde, and out ofall hope of 


er was like the chanering of birdes; 


tongue, 'my bones conſumed; and 
vwhen I roared-all the day : ſo that 
ſometimes he held his peace, bee-' © 
ingbetvveen hope and deſpaite and 
ſometimes'he vitered many deſires; 
bur-beeing cartied avvay with the 
preſentfeeling of his aduetſitie, they 
were more like the roatirgs of 2' , — 
vvilde beaſt , then any-vvell ordered Pro 
prayer. Andat another-time he faith, 
Mine hearttrefnbleth vvithin me, & p,1;;.4, - 
the horrors :ofdeath arefallenivpon' 

me : feare' and trembling 'are come 
vpon.me, andan horciblefeare hath 
couered mei:4n vwhich vvords, hee 
ſhevverh'in vvhat infirmity & vveak- 

neſſe he vvas then falletr into : &for 
his 37” «RY vvhart manner they* 
vvere ffamed,, hee declareth in theſe 
wordes3I mourne in my prayer and'vea > 
make a noiſe , ſo that there vvas 
mourning and ſome kinde of noiſs, 
and lictle elſe. And another time hee 
expreſſcth his outvvard eſtate , &the 

| invvard 
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inward ion ofhiz mind, and the 
maner of his prayer then , after chis 
ſort. My daicsare c6fumed like fnoak} 
& my bones. are burnic like an hetthz 
mine Heartis ſmitten and. withered 
like graſle ;.becauſe I forgat to eate 
my bread: for the voice of my groa- 
ning my bones doe cleaue to m 
$kinne,I am like a Pellican of the wil- 
derneſle; and ar like an owle of the 
defarts, I watch, and am as a ſpartoYy 
alone vpon the houſe top. Surely I 
hauec caten aſhes as bread,and ming- 
led my drinke with weeping. B 
which kind of fpeeches he ſheweth 
how greatly his affliftion did worke 
vpon him, fo that in them! he did 
oanc and weepe,and caſt our man 
Farefull cries, but all things were #4 
out of order in his praier, that they 


were like the chattering of a Pelican. 
and of a fparrow , and the skreeks of. 


an owle, rather then any thing els, if 
God had conſidered them in his .1u- 
, ſtice, 


\ : forrhsafflivied.. \X 39 
tice, and {0 he might-hate: refed 
then-boi) is im) tir 1130 16 

Thus wee ſce; that theſemoſt 6x- 
tellentſeruants of God in'their grea 
teſt. conflicts and-agonies , were: {9 
farre from beeing able to'praywato 
God inany tolerable manner;rhat in 
thejr,0wn ſenſe and feeling they did 
but roare &crie,{gb and figh,wcepe, 
mourne and complazingz/and thatalls 
very conftuſedly;Qguentike rhe Crane, 
the-Swallow;rhe Pellican , the; Spar-, 
row, even the ſhreeke Owle: it ſelfe: * 
{0 diſtracted were they in theſelyes, 
and fullof diforder, and fallen unto 10 
many great Fn SONIA 
tore we may dot wdge of ourielues, 
or of others ,; by anyone ſuch-acct- 
dent,or few edu al caſes. lealt we 
ſhould deceiue our {clues ſayings] 
haue not the fpiritiof God, for Lgan- 
nat pray nor call ypon God, infanige 
atdicgzon and itLgoe ar any imei 
s Not-as 1] (ought, : for this'15,thart,_, __ 
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Atonifortable Treatiſe 
which-Paul co Cycr of himſelfe, e 
of other the ſeruants of God ,"atld” 
"which wee' have ſcene in theſe two 
excellent Kings, Hezekiah and Dawid, 
tharin affliction oftentimes we cat 
hor-rell what to pray as we ought. 
"But yet inthis great vnfitneſſe of 
ours , we muſt not be like to the wic- 
ked , who then giuc ouer allprayer, 
becauſe they are vnfit for itt i 
are ſubie vnto this temptation, to 
+ put off praier, becauſe we ſee that we 
pron 1x a5 we ought, and fo wee 
are made to thinke , that wee ſhould 
offend Godin praier. Burwee muſt 
then ſtrive earneſtly againſt this in- 


| 


firmitice of ours, andſo Pray to God 


 thatwe miphrpray; {ci 
ghrpray;'and as the Difci- 
as, ples faid vnto Chriſt, Lord reach vs 


to pray; ſoler vs deſire the Lord to 
giue vs his good fpirit of prayer: 
\ Which if we will doe , no doubt wee 


| ſhall find his promiſe to be true, that 


kom'4.+6 then The ſpirit of God in vs ſhall 


make 


. or 5 fOc / 
make requeſt for vs. For as 


+ 0 - 
viour Chriſt combo ig DR wa | 


ples in an other caſe , ſecing 


they ſhould bge brought before the 


Gonernours - and Kings for bis fake : 

But when they. deliuer ybu vp, take 

no thought how,, or what youſhall. 
ſeake,for it ſhal be giuen you inchar 
houre , what you l ay; foritis. 
not yourhart ſpeake , bur the ſpiritof 
your Father that ſpeakerh in you; E- 
uen ſo wee ſhall finde by expenence, 


that when we are moſt vnfit to pray, | 


ifwe willnotyceld tothis infirmitie 
and flothfulnefſe, bur ſtriue againſt 
it, there ſhall be a ſecret inward wor- 
king in vs, whereby we ſhall bee-ſtir- 
red yp to doe ſomerbing ; and there 
ſhall be a labour of the heart, andan 
cndeauour of the minde, aſpiring vn- 
tothat which we may ſceme/notro 
dttajrie vnto ; and there ſhall be ma- 
nyftghin sthough few words ma- 
ny great deſires,though fewe voices; 


| 


; 


' 
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Yea;tHtere ſhall bee that which wee 

4: cannot greatly: coceiue of our felues, d: 

2nd &ery thing ſhall be vnſpeakable: 

according to the ſaying of the Apo- 

Ale, Thar'when we know tiot what 

ro pray as we ought, the ſpitir of God fo 

ſhall make requeſt for vs, withſighes || 2 

which cannor be expreſled. 

For tio doubt theſe men that we | ©© 

ſpake of before, Hezekiah and Danid,. ri 

euen atthoſe times,when they could li 

nottell what and how to pray of the- | © 


ſelues; yer the Spitir of God helping W 


their infirmities, they did pray in {| 
fome good acceptable manner, and be 
there were at the leaſt vnſpeakeable n 


Tighs and groanes ſtirred vp in them: 
#king. 20.3: for it is faid of Hezek:ah, that he then in 
turned his face tothe wall,and prated | 
to the Lord: andafterwards'it1s ſaid, 
-The Lord did hearchis prayer. And | ® 
Dantd,when as in hisowne celinghs 
"did but roarccaid figh, and mourne; 
#.:.s. 25 he faith," -gor mourningall rhe 
Een = day, 


 * fortheaſfltted.s" >. 39 
day, I roare for-thegriefo ofmite i 
hearr:-yerthen hee made his defires: 
knowne vnto WL IC. G 
pouredthem outvetyplentifully be- 
fore him p 1 And ; hee didibur $. 
mourne and make a noife,he defireth 
the Lord ro hearken vmo himgand and 55.2. 
to anſwer-him:! and when he faith, 

that his groaningsWote like the'Pel-- _ 
licans,and the ſparrows, &the'ſhrike- ; JJ 
owles,yctto ſhew,thatin them rhere/ * 
was a worke-of Gods ſpirit ; which! 

made them acceptable ro God; hee” 
beginneth the Pſalme thus: O Lord, ad 103-4. 
heare my praier, &lct my.criecome | 
vnto thee: inclne:thine earevovnto? 

me, when I call make haſt rotheare: 

me. And to ſhew that his example/in 

thus praying was for the inſtruction. 

and comforrtof the Church,wis thus — 


OT A prater- of the afflicted, : 
he ſhal be in.diſtreſfe, &powre. | 
Ms meditation before the Lord: 

Shewing not oncly that the afftifted 


33 A comfortable Treatiſe 
jn their diſtreſſe doe thus pray , but. 
that the Lord heareththem therein, 
and graunteth theirdefire, t;; 
And thus is it-{aide of the whole- 
Church of Godin Egypt, at what: 
timezas they were greatly oppreſled, 
ſo that they grewe! wearie of their 
lives, by ſore labour in clay, andin 
bricke, andin all worke in the ficlde, 
with all-manner of bondage , which 
waslaid yponthem. moſt cruelly; '{0 
there was greatignorance and much 
weakeneſle among them, and there-; 
forenot knowing well many ofthem 
| otap.:.z; how topray to God, They ſighedro 
| God for the bondage,and cried ; and 
their crie for the bondage came vn- 
to God, and he heard their moane, 
and: locked vpan them , and hadre- 
{pe& vnto them; and hee ſaid vnta. 
MoſesT haue furely: ſcene the trou-. I 
ble of my people, and haue heard” 
their crie,for I know their forrgWes, 
therforeI am come down to deliver 
pews _ This Y 


{ Exod.1.14- 
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elpe.vs.n al our 1 Tries: _ 


when wecannottell what,orhaw te 
pray as We ought , itſhall reach vs cx 
ro doe it, as Wee may-haue hope;and 
comfort of becing heard. Forthis is 
that which Pan! addeth in the-.nexs 
verſe, That hee thar ſearcherh che nomt.1g 
hearts,knoweth what is the mean 
ofthe Spiritz forhe muakerh _ 
forthe Saints according; to thewill 
of God, Where by knowing, Pace 
not onely meanc that he vade 
deth it., as hee dothal}orher chit 
burhe accepteth and a ynhany 
and doth moſt willingly graunt Fs 
requeſts ,as though rhey were made 
. infarre better liking to ourſelues; & 
fo is the word taken'in- the ot 
© Phalme , where the, Prophet faich, 
The Lord. knoweth the way of 'the pau...s 


C 4 righ- 
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EDD makeAac- 


; 
air, rain po 


roſperthem. p 


eerie oo now, 


ReG&heatd th Eric of the' ]helites* 


whet they did bt it fi gh'& make their 
moane ;and did * deffucr! them fron: 
their ernell bondage: * Khe didheare 
kirnig Hezekinh chatrering i tt his} prai- 
| er®like a' Orine;and r2td' Hfin vp 
| Rhee 0k from death, iidaded fifteert yeares 
| 2-Ki-0.11 ſhofevnto his li: /arid KEdafitmc 
| him therein, heebroughh t4 6c the 
' ſhadow tene degrees ”= , by che 
- 4 GR it had poite! downe 
edfall of Ahte, And'hee heard 
Daxid wherithe tharcd for the* Extre- 
mitic of his- 'paine”, and forg': tte 'the 
puniſhment ofhis Fr tine; thitis; fors 
Saue himhis ne: "Uhd ce #5Sihed 
e puniſhment” thetesN? Arid "wee 
may remenberour ſelues, ifwe hane 
marked aypthirig thing 
50 o_ hea 


%s; ny times" our 


grea- ' 


prooue,and allow | 


: How? ths! Ford . 


rfeatetheeGwheht we have howſed ? 
ind cried) Father tREn'triade Hy Ret" 


pokeft Zraftier figheF'theh vitered4? 
word oe ie Lort in this cite te ? 
cardeth. wyr ſo much-the nultirade; 
of wordes,25hetookerh' to the mgz-" 


ning ofhis1pi 


"67 Hefuara." >  qft 


4 ad ell I pie 1 oe 
wherl ran once v 


rit, and*granteth'tlize;*. 


g 


; 


z 


thoughrhey ipeake ticuer a word2?®"? ,. . 


* For quen as a father of mother 
hauinga young infant' ficke of forme: 
lore: diſeaſe, flo h the childe'can” 
4 not ſpeakeandcall for this 4nd that;' 
yer they ate readie t6helpe if; ant 
tbe Hek ahf6lf peake, yet being" 
fullofpaihe, it cannot call forthings! 
a5 it 'Oighe : neuertheleſfe ; if they* 
caybFany ſignes' pulſe at the tnet= 
ng fit; they will accept as mich” 
ofir,as thotigh thethilde had p6keti 
very Aiſtin@t and vſc4 many words: 
FiichTtheTiord Who is infinitely 
fled With the bowels of comp 


Mon! 
p 


towards 
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| towards vs in Chriſt, farreabouea., | |, 
envy HH} infomuch Ka | - 
We.cs 1. Lord faith, Can a woman fargether: |. 
childe, and not haue com 1.0n Pb 

the ſonne of her wambe ? chough wl 
they ſhould forger, yerwill notIfor-, | 

vn 


pt thee: though hee delighterh ra 

care vspray to. him, as Chriſt hime | a 
ſelfe witneſſerh;ro his Church, fay- | | 

Cans. i, ing;My doue, ſhew methy fight, let, | ;; 
me hearethy. voice; for thy voiceis | cr 
ſweete, and thy ſight comely : yer | þ, 
when by the extremities of our mi- | 1 
ſeries wee are ſooppreſſed or diſtras | 9: 
ed, that wee cannot in any orderly. | (ji 
tnanner pray vato him as we ought, | 
'yethe allowerh of the fighes 8fobs | 7; 
that we offer.yp.vato him, and gran-. | y, 
teth not'ſo much our wordes (which, o1 
ſomerimes none ox very fewe)as the, | y; 
meaning of his ſpirit , whichis large, | 
aud plentifullin'vs: % 


'And hereupon it copper to 
paſſe;that the Lord ia hisTuſtmercie 


” ! 


ampu- 


imputeth not-vnto his lexyants: the: 
manifold febelliofis of their fleſb, oz- 

reat complaints in their praters as: 
oo did not,vnto- fob -nor: to. Dantd, 
who were full of them!/, 'as wee haye' 
ſcene before; becauſe he hath repeR' 
ynto the meaning of hisſpiririn the:: . 
As the mother is not ſo:1nuch grie- 
ned or offended with 'the- murmu- 
rings,impatiencic , and froward Out 
cries of her pore ſ1cke childes asſhe; 
by the leaſt token. guaſſerth at the: 
meaning of him , andtaketh that! in 
good part, and giueth to.him Accor- 
dingly, 62 SHilad 
Wharſhallwe ſay torhefe things? 
Is it trne indeede that the Lord\will 
vouchſafe to looke vponthe low des» 
gree of his ſeruants; and haue reſpect 
vnto poore finnefull creatures , who 
when they are fallen intorhobottom- 
of their iuſt deſerued miferie, and &+ 
uen then-can not pray vnto him one 
word aright; and when they begin 


ro 


roſpeake vneo him, even then their! Þ - 
rongue deateth to the rooft oftheir m 
mouth 5 that he will yer heare their 
ſiphs,andtheir cries?yea vndoubred- 
ly, he that of his great mercie will 
beare with ſach great weaknefle in 
| Maz1:.:0. men,that he will not breake a bruiſed 
reede,norquench the ſmoking flaxez 
he will of the/like mercie heare, not 
onely rheell ordered prayers of his 
Church,but euen the very cryings & 
roarings of his feruants,though they 
be like the'Pellicans and cheowles : 
py their mournings , thangh they 

like ro the doues : yea, when they 
fay nothing,neither indeed can,their 
very ſobsandfighs , which come fro. | x1 
the abundance of a troubled ſpirit, 
and can not'beexpreffed: for heal 
loweth ofthe meaning of his Spirit,” | 
which worketh cheſe things in them:” J, 
and if they could , thereby they are 
willing to performe berter feruice' |< 
varo him, andarc foric that they car” | - 

nor 


<\\ for the afflifted.” > 45 

not doeit, Whar can beimorecom | 

fortable varo vs;rhgh this?” >» » 112 2, 
Therefore in-alf ourneceſhtieslet | 

rs goevnto the Lord in-Ghriſt with 

great boldnefſe.;and\come vnto'the 

throne of grace : andthough we can 

not viter many wordes., yet let vs 

ſpeake vnto him: for ſurely theaccep- 

tation of our praiers/confiſteth/not- - --» + 

in the multitude or well placing-of 

our words, butin the requeſt and de- 

fire of our hearts; andtherefore it we 

can pray but rwo or three words, & 

fy with the poore Publican, Lord, rus; 

be merciful vato mea finner;or wirh 

the Apoſtles;Lord increaſe our faith & :75- 

Or wich the man in the'Goſpel;Lord 

[beletue Lord help mane ynbelcef; Mar. 9. 24. 

or with the blind man,O fonof Da-y@.;.., 

uid haue mercy vpon.mezor withthe 

theete ypontbe oroſle, Lord remem- Luk:y.45 

der ineiincthy kingdome , &c- this 

ſhort. prayer: proceeding trom the 

Spiritof Godinvsiand offercd vp in 


che 
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the mediation of Chriſt Icſus, and in 


hi 
the vertue of his prayers, ſhallbea | 
well receined of him, when wecanf & 
doe no better ,as if we had ſpenran | w 
whole houre in prayer. in 


Yea, if we do burtlifrvp our minds | p; 
vnto God, and pray in. our ſpirite, l 
though we vrter not one word, aff d 
+.3$1m.1.16' that godly woman Hannh che mo- 
cher of Samweldidzwho becing troub- 
led in her minde praicd vnto: the 
Lord gand- wept ſore: but how did 
ſhee pray?ſhee ſpake in her heart, her 
lips did modue onely , buther voice 
was notheard: The Lord will heare 
vs,as he did her, and giueher accor: 
ding to her deſire: as thee afterward] fo 
confeſſed to Helz the Prieſt : I praied] A 
for this child, and the Lord hath'g 
nen me my defire, which I askede 
him. Ando did Nehemiah pray vnto 
God; for he waiting vpon the King 
of Babylon as hee fare ar table, and 
beeing ſadin his preſence A | 


gy—__ 


: forthe aff ted. ' % | a7 
{| he had wontto be;the King demah. 
{| dedof him the cauſe, & he told hime 
| then having leaue of the Kingro lk 
{| what he would for-the accompliſh- 
ing of his defirez ic is faide that hee 
| praied to the Godof heauen: that is; Nehe. 24. 
be lifred vp his mind vnto God, and 
defired him to blefſe him in that en- 
terpriſe ofhis,and ſo he did. So weif 
Lit exe can not pray in words,'6r 
waits opportunity of rime andplace, 
and doe but ſigh vnto him-afteran 
vnſpeakeable manner, the Lord will 
not refuſe that,becauſe it proceedeth 
from his Spirit. 
And as this may be no ſmall com- 
fort vnt6.vs in our afflition, ſo the” 
Apoſtle/ Paw in the next verſe fol- 
lowing doth for our further com- 
fort ſhew what is the ende ofall the 
afflitions of the children of God; 
namely,their benefic and good, whe 
he ſaith, Alſo we know thatalthings n-ms #3. 
, worke together forthe beſtro them ** 


that 
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1 --cqineito the belecyers nor fot chet 


. ©wne naturall ſonne: as it 15 faidin 


$0. 


that loue God,enentothenribarine 
called of his vrpdſe.In which Ords 
be.miniftreth;this ſoucraigne tnedis 
cine againlt the;cofragion8& poildy 
of all aflictian, telling vs ; tharthey 


-"» 1 i" 


hue: ;bur for their fingilar good; 6 
ſpecially fecing they betall rheminot 
by forcunt or-ehance,butby,the ſpe+ 
ciallprouidenee of God, and thar for 
the faine ende; who as he hath cho« 
kn them from-guerlaſting, {o in the 
fame counſell of his he atdainedghat 
they ſhould. .in their crofles bee like 
vato his ſonne. For thoſe whom hee 
knew bcfore, hee alſo predeſtinate to 
be made like to the 1image of his ſor 


: % 


that he might. bee the firſt borne of 
many bzethtcn.: and theretore heb 
calleth them in-rime , wſtiherh them 
by faich, and+by the crofle. bringeth 


Licm to cternall gloric , ashedid his: 


the next words, Morcouer,whomhe 
precedes! 
, 
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i hr ihetnatfs he beealedi% 

l - RE , mem a bY on 

ed; an mehe juſtiftc em 2 

i he glotifted.” : 

' Whereuporhe boldly aa 
i 


that no afdition (hall be able ro hart 
then, Reing rhat'the Lord is with 
tem! i Fob Siem - meaning therth 
eo d6c*thehr pod : for he 
dfrer" 'xinoff Fonhident maret 
(bill we ht he's to theſe? this 
God beouy o wy: cat 
print vs Pati es ſaid ;fe 
Gor FE mn = 
by wn rg bo 
the alt ig Pt 
of them SHES bh £ 


Ee 
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| tonfirmicth \otaon ee 

| wher He ate 

: = ons eta + ob- 1!mforvs 
vo death ; | 

bith give vs edict ae? 6 
| , D tr 
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words he ſhewerh, that we haue ng 

caulc to tcare, no notin any cro 
that the Lord will not give 'vs what 
ſocuer is profitable tor vs, ſecing that 
be hath not ſpared his owne Sonne 
to lauc ys; | ohh 
Therfore when he ſaith, All chings | fr 
worke together for.the beſt ro thera | ni 
that feare: God , at 1s molt- true, | h 
whether we take it generally ,as the | c: 
words may be expounded, nainely, | n 
nox, onely praſperitie, bur aducrfitie p 
alſa,nor onely health hut ſicknes,nor | t: 
onely kbertic but uvpriſonment; not 
one £0 aour but diſhonour z3 make 
for the beſt ro thoſe.that loue God, 
Or whether it be reſtrained toighis | i 
particular purpole of his, namely.,to 
affliign of whatnature or kind {a e- 
uer. It 5;no. doubt. the intent of the 
Apaſlle to ſpeake of this lat:er, and 
19. (hew that all afflictions doe nat 
onely, not hinder the faluation of,thg 
godly , but doe greatly further che 
( C Co 
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far thedfflidied. 51 
ame. Which fayingof lus, though it 
containerth an whole andentire mat- 
ter by it{clfe, yer becing inferred vp- 
on the former wordes, he ſeemerh 
therein ro-anſwer a ſecret obieQion; 
which might. arife- in mens mindes 
from thence ; namely;tharir{cemerh 
nizny tumes that the Lord doth noc 
heare the praicrs of the afflicted; be- 
caufe |their - aftliftions be nor. onely 
not remoouett; :according to, their 
praiers bur fomtiimes increaſed con- 
tcarieto their garnet deſire. | 

Therefore: wee muſt remeniber, 
whatharth beencalreadie faid touck» 
ing this matter, namly,how the:Laxd 
in-graunting our requeſts ; Jooketh 
not ſo much to che parricular thirigs 
which'we deſire, as ro the meaning 
of his Spirit in vs: and granteththar, 
in tutning our afflictions to ont fin- 
nr xood: whetas if they were pre- 
enlyremiooued, the Lord ſeerh thi 
irwould be far worſe with vs,chough 
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we imagine the conttarie. For asf 
one in a burning feauer ſhould inthe 
middeſt of his A impaticntly defire 
tobe waſhed with colde water;and * 
then the skiltull Phyſitian ſtanding 
by, bering his friend alfo ſhould give 
him ſome wholeſome eonfernes or 
ether cooling thing , hee ſhould in 
denying that particular thingidemi- 
ded, graunt vnto his generall meas 
ning, which was, that he might haue 
ſomething giuen him,that might do 
him moſt good, though now beakeg 
diſtepered, he was not ableto judge 
of it, but did miſtake one thing for an 
other, and thought that tobe beſt,as 
to be plunged mto- the colde water, 
which indecedeis che worſt::Sq wee 
— we aske in our diſtrefle 
y-praier vnto- Grad, our meaning 1s 
roaſt be, if ide ruled tiy-Gods 
fp1oit;thatwe would:haue that given 
vira'vs,, Whieh might procare/-out 
boſt-good, and flwther our — 
ſ mo | 


” - 


moſt of all. Therefore if the Lord ſuf. 
fer our croſſes ro'remaine , and turne 
them to our good; though we in par- 
ticular praied forthe eleane taking of 
them away , hee fulfilleth both'rheſe 
promiſes vnto vs'atonee ; namely,he 
gineth vs according to the meaſure 
of his ſpirit in vs; and hee alfo cauſeth 
them to worke together forthe beſt 
to thofe that loue God, 


Thus then Paul R___ the Lord, co.11.3; 


tarice ,that is, very often, that-the 
meſſenger of Satan might depart 
from him; and yet the Lord ſuffered 
him ſtil eo bufferthe Apoftte, leaſthe 
ſhoukd bee exalted: our of meature, 
through the aboundance of reuelati- 
ons that were giuen vnto him:-and 
the Lord gaue him this further an- 
ſwer,that his-grace '{hould' be ſuffici- 
ent for him to vphold and ſtrengthen 
him, and that thepower- of God 
ſhould be feon in the 'Apoſiles weak- 
neſſe,, The Eordin denying this re- 
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queſt of his, did giue him according. 
tothe, meaning of his \ jou inhimg 
which was , that the, Lord would; 
deale with him'this way , as it ſhould; 
make.moſt for his owne glorie,, and: 
forthe furthcranceof-Paws laluationg 
and alſo did cauſe this afflitzon to. 
worke together with. other things 
for his beſt good; for this did; him 
more good remaiaing , then if ithad: 
beene taken away : for hereby he had 
more experience of his awne weake- 
nefle,and of the power of God, then 
otherwiſe he could hauc had, ', 
And thus alſo the Lord hath veri- 
fed from time to time -vato the reſt 
of his ſeruants the truth of thatpro-! 
miſe of his , which is vuered by the 
Pro. 10. 24+ mouth of the Prophet Salomon 5 God ; 
will fulfillthe- defire of the riehte- 
ougthatis, God willtot onely bleſſe 
thoſe that ſerue him, but heewill be- 
ſtowethoſe blefſings vpon thE moſt! 
ofall, which they. eſpecially ou 
an 
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and do moſt earyzefily pray viito Hin 
for : according to that thatis faidin” 
the Pfalme,Hee will fulfill che defire tc, us. 8, 
ofthem that feare him. Which pro- 
miſes are ſo to bee vnderſtood, not 
charhe will alwaies:giue theth every 
particular thing that'they aske , for 
many times through ignorance, or 
becing diſtempered with ſome on 
ration,they aske that that is hurefull, 
and then God denierh them” bit he 
giveth them forne other thing that is 
more profitable for them; accordin 
to the generall meaning of tlie ſpirit 
of God inthein. And ſo doe parents' ) 
voto their lictle children, whom they | 
loue fall dearcly , when they aske ' 
knjues and ſuch hurefull things, in 
ſtead of them,they in wiſedome gijne 
them ſome other thing that - 6: 
ſhall delight ia as much z and 6 ill 
their frowardneſle, and giue them: 
theirdefire in anotherkind. 

Eucn fo the Lord fulfilleth the de- 
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fire of his ſeruants , by making an ex 
change , when as they name one. 
thing, and he giucthihem gn other. 
as good,or better: as itis fajde in the 
eni+ Palme, He asked life of thee,& thou 
gaueſt him long life , cuen for cuer! 
and cuer: whereinthe perſon of Da- 
uid he ſheweth how God dealeth 
with bis Church , they aske life of 
him, and he giueth;not onely that, 
but eternall life: as he did ro Hezek- 
«h; but yet ſometimes they that are 
weake and ſicke, and defirelite, they 
haue it not graunted , burlinger and 
pane away euen vnto death , and fo 
God taketh them into his bleſſed 
kingdame. and gives them cternall 
lite,which js better ehþe thar life that 
they defired. And thus did he deale 
:Cor.15.33- With many of the Coxinthians, who 
he did by death judge ang chaſtife in 
thus world, that they might be {2ued 
inthe world to come. 


fl 


And this was the caſc of his fith- 
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» | full ſeruant 2foſes, who in the wilder- yeu..25- 
* | nefſe deſired catneſtly of the Lord, 
F | that he might goe ouer and fee thar 
> | goodland that was beyond Torden, 
) {| andthat gaodly mountain Sion; and 
' | Lebanon: bur he would not heare 
- | himin that,and ſo cauſed himtogoe 
| | vp into mount Nebo,vnto.the = of chap.36 6 
" | Piſpah where he ſhewed him allthe 
| land,and there hedied,and foentred 
"| into the kingdome of hcauen, and 
rooke ooſſeſſion of ic for ener,where- 
of this land was bura type & figure: 
and ſo the /Lord denying him that” 
particular, euE to come into theland * 
of Canaan, gaue him that that was 
farre better,'8& whereby he was more 
confirmed in the ſame Ef Godand in 
the truth of his couenant;euento en- 
ter into the kingdome of heauen,and 
ſ2 gaue him according tothe mea- 
ning of his Spirit. 
But further tovching this marrer, 
weare more generallyto vnderſtand, 
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- thatthe Apoſtle faith nor onely,thiy? } 
the croſle ſhall turne ro our good, bur- || 
thar this ſhall be verified of all the} 
crofles that euery way come vpory 
v neuer ſo ſtrange,or vnloo- 
kedfor: whether it be {tcknes,pouer- 
tie, impriſonment,baniſhment, lofle- 
of husband, wite,children,father and 
morher , friends and kinred , loſſe of 
name and credit, orany thing els: as 
ſorrow and griefe of minde,and affli- 
ion of the ſpirit. Which is wiſely 
to be marked of vs, leaſt at anytime 
we mightbedecciued,to think when 
the Lord ſhall lay his hand vponvs, 
as it pleaſeth him,thar if it were ſome 
other afflition,thenthatwhich now 
is come vpon vs,we could haue ſome 
good hope in it; bue this is fo great, 
irtoucheth vs ſo nearely, that we can 
notpoſhbly ſee,how or which way-it 
ſhould bring vs any DEA 
And as the Deuillisreadie to af- 
laulrvs with this cempration,ſo we by: 


rea- 


—— 


reaſoy. of; 0ur eorruptian Are. tHe 
prone to-yeild-vnro. his: petfwaſion: 
therein., and ſo by impaticpcie'tabe 
wearie of- the croſle, as notable to 
looke for any good from :VWerther- 
fore rhat -wee- might 'camkanably 
withſtand rhis temptation o-his, be» 
ſides that we-muſt holde our ſelnes 
faſt rothe words ofthe Afo ho 
faith, that all things worka'together 


4 
- 


far theafflied, > 58 


for the beſt to thoſe that loue.Godz/*** 


he ſpeaketh of all, nor of thas,orthar: 
againſt. which if any , yea an;Angel 
trom heauea ſhould perfwade vs, we 
muſt hold him. accurſeds Ve; muſt: 
coſider that this good: commerh/fr6 
all affliction , not as though 44 were 


naturall & proper vato it: tor indeed 


itis otherwiſe, that of ic ſelfe:itima- 


keth men worlc, as the ſunneharde- 


neth the clay:and irdriuveth'menfrom 
good, as the rodde driueth the(child 
away from: the: mother. And this is 
that which- Satan aimeth- at in. all 


men, 


& od; 


& A ebleFreatiſe 
Tok1.11. men ,” as hee'did ity tighteous Job, 
though he preuailed not, when hee. 
fid ofhim to the Lord , Stretch out' 
thinehand, 8&rouch all that he hath! 
andſtc rhe will not blaſphemethee' 
tro thyface. And thus he preuaileth' 
with the wicked im all croſſes that” 
come'vpon them , as wee ſec inthe 
example'of Pharaoh king of Egypt, 
wiebby the ten plagues that Tod 
ſengypon him, was made more hard 
hearred , and waxed ſtill worſe and 
wortfe, and would not heare the com- 
mandement of God, tolet the peo- 
ple of Iſrael goe. 

But withthe children of Godit is 
noeio,the goodneſſe of God towards 
them -ouercommeth the malice of 
thedeuill againſt them.And as inthe 
wilderneſle the ſting ofthe heric ſer- 

ets were healed in the bodies of me 
Lelooking vp to the braſen ſerpent; 
ſo the venime and poiſon of all crof- 


ſes is takes away-in the” children of 
God, 


Num.z 1.1. 


for the afield.” * 61 
God , byrvertue of the croffe of 
Chriſt;ſo'thar contrarie ro the nature | 
ofic ,icworketh. good: asalſobyrhe , @....... 
deartrof Chriſt,the ſting ofdeath is 
taken away,fothat i&canhot Hurtan 
of his:, bur. doth them-the greate 
good,becing thereby made forthemi 
apaſſage intocternal life. The whiclt 
that it might norſeeme ſtrange vnts 
vs,much lefſe impoſſible; namly,that 
}ffii&tis hartfull in it ſelfeto the wic- 
kcd,thould work for the beſt to thofe 
that loue God: wee muft' remember 
that cuen/menby their wifdome are 
able ro make: thoſe things 'ſerue for 
the benchrofoman\, which ofthers 
ſchues are moſthurttiill vnto him. 
For the Phyſttion through his 
Kill canteare'a man by Gods ordis 
nance aridbleffing , and fo make him 
ſtronger therrhee was before, by tas 
| kingawayſoine part of his blood, e- 
nenthatwherein the life conſiſterh; 
and by taking away other — 
v5 On 0 
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fo diminiſhing' a great /part of his 


* 


fleſh: and the.Ch on by: 
and Et ne a eb 


hotte-yron., ot cating it away 'with 
ſome .crr{{iues;,- is. able: by theſe 
waundesand huttfull things; topre- 
ferue the fare of the niembers if the 
bodie: Then the Lord much mote by 
that which/init ſelfe would hurtour 
foules ;15 able to cure them; and to 
doe them good. And ifthe Aporhe- 
caric can {temper that which in-# 
owne-nature is poyſon(as the Vipers 
fleſh) ſo tewper'it I'ſay;:with-other 
wholeſome ingredicars/and corre, 
itwith choſe that be cotdiall ;tharof 
it hee will make 2 moſt ſoucraigne 
Treacle,and-{uch an wtioleſome con- 
fetion , as ſhall expellpoyſon., aid 
driuc it from the heart ; and ſo-make 
that which of it felfe' would+ cauſe 
death, to bee a ſpecial preſeruesof 
life: Shall not the Lord by his infinite 
wiſcdome, goodneſle, and almightie 

power; 


' forthe offlicled. 0 63 "© 
power, the Lord] lay ,which caiſed $.Cor.4.64 
che light to ſhine- out-of darkeneſle, 
contrarie tothe nature of it, and who 
calleth the things that beenot,, as 
thoughthey werezand fo canſcth.the 
to be,and which bringeth good out 
of euill , euetrhis owne glorieout oft —— 
the ſia of matyſhall nor he bee much 
more able by the moſt grieuouscrok 
ſes that caty þcfall vs, ro workethe 
greateſt good for vsthat mayibe>*:: 
- | Therefore when, we would lodke 
for gaad from our-affiitions, and fo 
be catnforted io them, patiemlybes- 
ring them; inc bope of the bla 
frutthatwe ſhallreape by chergwee 
mit{t nor{0 nideb looke cothe things 
themſelucs , how fitthey bee for vey 
hor toour ſelueshow wee beefined 
for themzas to the truth of Godsproz 
mile-made' vnto vs>concerning this 
matter, 8& fo be ture rhat the Lord wil 
watke our-good thereby, becauſe he 
thats true andd-ſufficient hath ſaid 
AER it, 
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2»; » faidits And thisone perſwaſtol'ty 
X doubr,(hould worke' in'vs great patii 
ence in all our afflidi65;yea it ſhould 
make-vs cheerefully', 'and with « 
headvlifred vp,& norhanging down, 
e2 beare them 3 for haw many prie 
gouschings will naturaltwicn indurt 
willingly, if they fee that they will 
make-for the bertering of theit'& 
flare? As what will not theſtcke px 
tice ſuffer at the handsof che Phyſtig 
or Chirwgionby launcing, purging, 
fearing, diet, &c. when he is perſival 
dedtbarehey will procure his bodily 
health? ſhould not a Chriſtian mani 
andwonian qugh mort indurehatd , 
things at the bands obGod,ſecing he 
barh-ſaidchat they (hall procure'the, 
healthofhis ſoulcyBeworke his good 
that way. 10 02335117 09 2$:t 3 101 
[But indecede hereinkiorh the point 
df rhis wmarter and (this 1s Al wall 
nanely- ; that the! poore afflicted: 
foulc.knoweth not, thar — 
- is 


his 2fMiion will work his goodZand © © 
that maketh him ſo-vnquiet,andever 
complaining: for give himrhisfaithy] | 
ad che feeling of ut ; thathts aftlicti« | 
on ſhall-be turned vnto his good and | 
lay vpon him whatſocuer you will, 
he is'conrentto beare it.. Therefore 
for the farisfying of our ſelues here- 
in,let vs heacken. ro thit Whichthe , 

Apoſile faith, -Wee know , thatallvn#.:5. 


A * ; <p, 
- * « + F + 
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is | things worke together for the: beſt 

' | to thoſeithatloue God: which is as it 
at | be had faideg though youbecauſe of 
ly. your ;onortuonnnboleſs, api want 
m_ | of expcrience,arsynterten whart-wil 
4 | bc the happie iſſue of all yourafili- 
i |} Rions;yer. we know very well,that all 
1E, 


{hall worke together for our &your 
ood Which: ſpeaketh lon 
y.both as'a. teaclicx of che-Ghuich, 

I © Apolile, and-as ainan of:experi= 

ence,and therefdrewe ought tO giue 

eedit-vntohim', rather th&n-coour : 

felucs.” Even as the patient doth rs © 

E 1 the 


Mb 12.1, 


68 A comfortable\Treti/e : 
che Phyſitian, thovigh himſelfe had, 
neuer-experience-ot. any fuch rhing 
beforet/when herfairthynto hin,Þ 
knowe: that this will make 'for- ths 
healch'of your bodiezand the'prelers 
uation of your lifes 'v/ * = 
And'ia this thing wee ought ro 
giue credit vnto the Apoſtle ſomuch 
the more,berauſevnto his own word 
andfaying,he ioynerh che teſtim 
of many other ,;(laying ,- Wee know 
meaning the reſtof ; 4 Apofflesand 
miniſters, andansn ofexpericnce} he 
ſaith; that all ofchem knew ir;8&rhers 
forerhis/ word beeing confirmeeby 
the:mouthes not. of. rwo or-c>ree 
witneſſcs-onely+, but hating (as thi 
Apoſtte ſpeakerh){o-greara clotidof 
wimeſkes for ic, irthould be recei 
witholrall gaintdaying. Foritical} 
one pif the fickepatient/ fearing 6 
take the potion thar4tpreſcribed'vtÞ 
to him, leſt irſhould make himmory 
ſicke , he ſhould hanenor onely _ 


{ 
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forthe offlidted.... dr 
byr an -wholo.counedl of Phyſzcians 
ſaying vaco him 4hat vadey 
this medicine is like to do yo 
we knowthe:Warkitig vt it ver ayel, 
and have had groat axpctiience; ot-if 
ininany ,. yo! neede not: 50 tear colts 
whe iD vpQa our! cxgdite/This would 
inuclymooitoaudiaueonrage him vate ,_,.. 
KAI: fo 7 1303 1191 26 3dv4im 
-$6,no doubriahis ſhould corigd 
thr-6090 much fedre-that is iav$, of 
beeing hurt bythe crofle AA 
hears; ſo manyaercellent;andfamods 
tha; very $kilky} cherein,tolpeake fo 
boldly vneo'vs @f-the benefig.abjgi + 
uetthoſe,whotae lecing thatwe ate 
mot readic r9-beJbeuc.in all:ohher 
things, Why ſhould we not gilhere- 
© vato them in; this alſo > But baat 
we might docitche mther,letydalig- - 
thzennfider in particular of the beve- 
fit of che croſſe; And though, tbe. Ar 
poſtle; name! one great, one:[hete:, 
which might be ſuthcient; yer.before 


E 2 we 


w 


2,Cor9.31. 


to.theſe worldly 


we come to ir, letvslec, whar'ot 
enges' of it rhe Scripture Moar 
vnto'vs: ' PJB© VC ITOITTR] 
- ”Andficſt of all;we ſhall finde it wy 
be a ſpeciall meanesto draw vs from 
the roo much loue of this worldy 
that according tothe faying of the 
Apoſlle, op that vſe this world 
might be as though they vſed itnory 
thatis ; tharwe might be fo'addifted 
Gings, that weſet 
nor/our affetions too much: vpori 
them For ſuch is the corruption of 
out'naure , that when wee have all 
things at will , we'areſo weddedto 
this world, that we thinke it beſtfor 
vs alwaies to abidehere, and herewe 
would ſet vp out tabernaclesfor ever 
andwee are readie: to fay with the 


| rs rs by the Goſpel, Soule,chou 


haſt much goods laid' vp for __ 
yeares,liuc at eaſe,cate and drinke 
rake thy pleaſure : and:rhough hes 
uen be a thouſand crimes heauently 
| yet 


fortheafſited, "69 
yet we deſire it'not arall} or 660 
earneſtly as we ſhould ; but wee are 
ſtill earthly minded , andA4s it were 
groueling vpon the eatth +: fo hardly | 
or not at all can wee come wnto/that Cvletn | 
that we are exhorted ynto; toſecke, 
and to ſet our affetions 'on- thoſe 
things that are aboue , and not ori 
things which are in the earth ; os: 
when by affliction we ſhal finde that 
there is no contentation in any e- 
ſtate here below , it may mooue vs to 
deſpiſe all worldly things , and to a- 
ſpire vnto heauen , where in the pre- phl.cc.ze. 
Grice of Godis the fulneſſe of ioy,& 
at his right handare pleaſures for c- 
uermore. | 
For this cauſe the holy Parriarkes 
ſuffered fo many afflitions in the 
daics of their pilgrimages , as appea- 
reth intheir "2 ſtorieszin reſpeRk 
of which one of them ſaid, That his Gen.47 4. 
daieswere _ _ euill. For wher- 
4s Many Cartniy gS Were promt-» 
4 E 3 ſed 
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70 A comfortable Treatiſe _ 
nos haie in them gbut from themyas 
itwere by certaine ſtairs, they might 
alegnd vato the conſideration ofheas 


my venlythings.,, which the earthly did 


Hb. 11.4. 


(hadow rout, vato them, and which 
they were eſpecially to looke forzhe 
mingled his manitold great bleſſings 
Wit! manifold crofles: & in that land 
that was promied. vato them , they 
had no certaine abiding, hat they 
might ſceke after the kingdome: of 
heauen : As rhe; Apoſtle faich;: vnto 
the Hebrewes , By faith <Grahema: 
bode inthe land ef promile”, as ina 
{tange countrey., a5 ont that-dwolt 
in tents, With /zaack and Jacob heires 
with him of the ſame promuſe;for he 
looked for a'Citic: hauing a folndati- 
on whci: butlder and maker is: God. 
Theſe men bad hone inheritance in 
the land of Canaan, that they might 
not dream ofa perpetuitic there, but 
might chinkeofhcaucn,as of abenrer 
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countrey, Where they ſhould remain 
for cuer , confeſſing themſcluescon- 
tinually to beg/but firangers-and pil- 
grumes onthe earth, ?.q 

Thus alſo-the Lord dealeth with 
many before their death, layinglong « 
and gricuous-diſcaſes vpon thei, as 
he did vpon hisſeruant Jeb, that they 
finding no reſtin this world , might 
be willing to goe out of it when hee 
ſhall ſend for them,and ſay with olde 
father S:meon, Lord,now letteſt thou Luk.+.29. 
thy ſeruant departin peace: yeathar 
they mighe deſire death moſt wil- 
lin drew before as moſt ougly 
aw oathſome they did abhiorre:and 
ſo ſaie with S. Pas/, Idefire ro bee 
looſed,and to be. with Chriſt, which 
is beſt of all. So that as the mother 
by ſome vnpleafant thing weaneth 
the ſucking childe from the breaſt, 
now when ſtronger aneate is more 
fit for it, vpon which otherwiſe ir 
would 'alwaics linger tothe hurt of 

E 4 It; 


Phil.r, 23. l 


it;fo the Lord by the croſſe weaneth 
our affe&ions To the profits and 
pleaſures ofthe world,and fo turneth. 
it vato our good: and therefore ifhy 
experience WE find that by any affi- 
tion we growe more wearic of the 
world,orlefle in loue with ir, we are 
not onely to take it patiently , but 
therein ſee thetruth of this promiſe: 
Rom 3.20. We know thatall things worke toge- 
ther for 'the beſt to thoſe that loue 
God. 075M | | 
Moreover by afflition the Lord 
bringeth vs ro a more pare re- 
pentafce and forrow for our ſinnes, 
and workerh that in vs therby,which 
the word did not before; when wee 
finde by woefull experience what 
eat miſeries ourſins haue brought 
vs vnto, and how iuſt and true God: 
co: 1 15 inall his threatnings. For if when 
we haue finned,' we would judge our 
ſelues before hand', God would not 
iudge vs: bur when wee arc iudged, 
WCe 


mm 
wee are chaſtened ofthe Lord , har 
we might not bee conderfined with 
the world : whereunto agreeth the 
ſaying of the Plalmiſt , which is ford 
to bee true by daily expericace; that 
whether the Lord laie vpot- men 
ſickeneſſe, or impriſonment , os po- 
vertie and want, or baniſhment, or 
er. | ach like ; when he hiibleth the heart Pr. 1+ 
e- | with heauineſſe they crie vnto the 
ie | Lord intheirtrouble: fo that afflicti- 

\ | on bringeth men to humilitie for 
4 Þ their ſinnes, and to pray vnto God 
e- | to be pardoned, andtobe deliuered. 
s, | As we ſee inthe example of the pro- 
h | digall childe , who by great miferie 
ze | came to repent hjm of his riotous 
at | life;for when he had ſpentall,therea-*** 
he |} roſe a great famine in thatland , and - 
dd | he began to bee in neceſſitie, which 
1 | afterwards was fo great , that hee 
ur | would faine haue filled his bellic 
ot | with the huskes that the ſwine ate, 


d, | bitno man gauethem him: then he 
faid, 


94 Aconfortable Treatiſe © 
faid, I will riſe and goe to my fachay 
and (ay yato him, Father,I haueſigy 
nedagainſt heauen, and before theey 
and am no more worthy to be called 
thy ſoane, make me as one of thy his 
red ſeruants. Thus wee ſee by atfliQti- 
onyvnto what meaſure of humiharid: 
and repentance for his innes,8con- 
fellion of them he was brought vnto; 
a maſt excellent fruit of the croſſe,, 
The like may bee laid of the bre- 
ehren of Joſeph, who afcer that they. 
had ſold him inco Egypt, and made 
their father beleeue that hee was 
torac in pieces of ſome wilde bealh 
though we may preſume of the, that 
they becing broughtvp, and ſtill ts 
uing inthe houſe of their godly fa- 
ther /acob;rhey did ſecretly repent ths 
of their ill dealing towards their bro4 
ther 1ſeph: yet many yeares after, & 
uentwWentic or thereabout, whe they 
were ia aduerſitic, the memorie oft 
reaued it ſeife afreſh , and thereby 


they 
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for thtufflified. >. 
they were brought, more!letioulty's 
inclge chemolthips for it;fos they ſaid | 
one to andther ;YVe hane 
ned againſtorirbrother,; jn tine wee 
ſawe the anguith- of his: foulewhen 
he beſought vs 5 and;wee! wauld not 
heare htm', therefore is thtstrouble 
come vpan vs.! Thus this erofle was 
tyrned to their good: z1 it that car 
brought chem to a further ſighrand 
feeling of cheitfinne ,andtoamore 
voluncarie and free conteflhou1ofithe 
me, Gio 5h 20s, 101 BihbeJoId 

Sothat afflicionin ebisraſpetig 
compared to fire that purgtth-the © 
gold,and confumerh: thedrofſzof itz 
and vnito a'filerhat:ſcowredvoff the 
ruſt of yrort, ad maketh tt brighe 5 8 
vnto a purgition ; that expellech the 
corrupt |aridfuperflions humors out = 


7! 
to 


of the bodie z Therefore cucn as the = | 


lire doth not hure the gold.inconſu- 
ming the drofſe; neither the file hur- 
tech the yiomiacaking awaytheruſt, 


nei- 


fin Gen,43-24 | 
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neither doth the purgation hurt thy 
bodie in expelling of ill humors: $6 
affliftions caufing vs to abhorre and 
leaue fome ſinne or other , which if 
we continued in , would deſtroy vs; 
may truely be ſaid not to hurt vs , but 
to worke our good , of what nature 
or kinde focuer they bee : accordin 
to the faying of « & Apoſtle, A 
things worke together forthe good 
of thoſe that loue God, 
In the third place,this is the bene- 
fitof affliction , that itpreſeruerh vs 
from many ſinnes., which otherwiſe 
through our owne corruptian ,and 
the temptations of the world and 
Satan we might fall into;but that be- 
ing vnderthe hid of God, as it were 
vnder the rodde,we are thereby kept 
in more awe: So thatas Phyſicke ſer- 
ueth not only to curevs of the diſca- 
ſes which we are alrcadie fallen into, 
bur alſo and eſpecially ro prenent 
them, andtokeepe vs infome _ 
ra 


«\ forihe Sk, + 
tableeſtate of Health + Sothecrofſe 
recouereth-vs 6ur of finne; when we 
are fallen" jnto it; and preſeruerh vs 
from many , which othetwiſe mighr 
creepe.vpon vs : And rherefote' as 
ſome ſickly bodies are driverto diet 
themſclues, arid are>in' 2 voneimuall 
courſe of phyficke ;7ro' preuent that 
which their corrupt eſtate would o- 
therwiſe neceffarilypult vpon them? 
So others by reaſon of the corrupti- 
w_ of tlicir ſoules, and the wu ro 

ences thar they liue amongſt; are 
alwaies, or acme parv'of their 
lives in the dier of aftiftionz-as it 
were the 29 wn of their ſoukexnor 
fo much ro-bring them from groſle 
and gricuons'ſfinnes, whick they are 
asyet free from; as to keepe them fro 
falling intothew ; Which che Lord 
forcſceth they ate-moſt readiero do, 
inreſpet of their ages,callings, and 
places,thar they lige in; ; 111d £110 
' Hfrhenthe Lordar any — 

Wl 
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| with ys, as Men do with RCU1Y-COM 
orvozamed heyfers;,wbich-are:kopy 
from firaying 'out off cheir -paliy 
with-hedges and ditches, ſo thatthey 
eanndthreak one withone their own 
butt :1a:3he [Loxd: parsthitnes and 
bryarsavit wereinohnwars, thats, 
hareth affliction vpon vs; and ſo ftops 
peth!ebe/way again vs: ; that:wee 
might 7 wr. forth by any kinde 
of difabodierice either on:the: right 
hand;or:on tHe le fttib.ouriown hurt 
muſtiwe:naneeds:ſay;thatenca this 
way; 26wall as; any othbr,theiLotd 
warketlviby: afflicuot orir fingwkat- 
gaod? And this isthat;iuluch God 
promiſed to his. owne prople among 
the tddlatrous/Iſraclires namely, that 
by hisaftlictions;he :would-fo keepe 
thews iris, ;and\ bring them to. ſtich 
ſtraitnes,thattheyſhold hane-no tult 
to play che wantons,and to' fall away 
from kim by idolatrie atoer-the " 
: 
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way with thornes,' and 
make an hedge, that ſhee nor 


finde her paths. So thattheiralfliai- 
on ſhould be an hedge! ef :ſharpe 
thornes ro pricke' them, Teaſtthey 


commandenients: "9291 & 

And this as itisa ſingular efidd/of 
affliction, ſo-Dauid pronounceththE 
bleſſed tharare partakets of itzo-That 
ende, and ears inake thar 9608 f6-6f 
to themſelulsglaying, Bleſſe#is che 


and reacheſt' thy law +xhav-thow 
maicfÞgiue:ham'reſt from the dajes 


of cuill, whiles the pit is diggemot 
the wicked Sovithat' it is a/Dlefled 
thing to'be-{o.corre@tedyrhathe is 
taught the. tiphr-vſe iof it, *6rien'to 
walke more! catefully in rif6\sbedis 
ence of Gods'law, that ſo he maye- 
ſcape thoſe puniſhments whichdhal 
come vportthe wieked for thett ſinhs' 
totheirdeſtration. And — 
ff Y , 


Hoſ 2.6, 


ſhould breake-om;and ſtray fro Gods * 


hs 


man,whomerhouchaſtiſetOIord;vru.g.m 
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vidmadeof his affliction, as he pt! 


& 116. 4;. feſleth. of bimſcle;befareT'was alle 


Red,'I-went-aſtray , but now | keepe 
thy wards: ſo thatby his affii&ion 
was keptfrom going aſtray, as he had 
wont to doe, and was conſtrained'iti 
a reuerent feare to walke in the com! 
het of Gods holy law: whereupon 
e concluderh thus by his owne ex« 
rience:' It is good for me thar'l 
aue beene afflicted, that I may feare 
hy. ſtatures. Thas affliftion- was: a 
ſenſible kind of teaching tocauſe hinx 
toliuc-aftcr Gods: ſtatutes and not 
after. the common-- courſe »of + the 
world. 774 p 18 tr, 11:15 16 
| Fowrthly , afflitions in'the Scrips 
tures arecalled trialls,becayſe that by 
them che Lord trieth vs pahdproos 
ucetawhatis in vs: notthat he 1s ig- 
norant of it; for David Aaith ,vnto 


Mal.139:. God, Thou knoweſt my-ſitting 8&ri- 
| fing;, thoti vaderſtadet my thoughts 


a farte ofthou compaſieſi my paths} 


and 


—_—_ we =, £2 N Ban, oo 6&1, = a3 
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and my lyidp downe;andart accufto<. 
= x6 waies :: for there 1s nor 
2 word'in.my tongue; bur-loe thou! 
knoweſtit $OQ-Lord-S0 thavhe harhi 
full & perfeR knowledyo of vs withs! 
out anyrtriall: yet hextieth vs by: afi2 
fiction; 'becaute thereby he would; 
have ourfelues:and others — 
ly to know,what is in vs, andin what: 
meaſure: arid thathorh- jin-reſpe&bot 
the goodand euill ehatlsinvs;which 
without therriall could not-ſo- welh 
beknowne; Which kind'oftriall ſer- 
ueth rothisende, thavit wehauere- 
ceiued:any! good grace,Wemightrbe 
thankefull t3Go for.it;and'tor the 
meaſure of it: if not, wemighrlabor 
for it; and f we haue wy finne in vs; 
we might repent 6d friue againſt 
Kt: if not, we migherake'heede, that 
wee: fall;not into ir for the time to 
come; and fo every way 'God might 
be plarified: 2G) 
And thus foeaketh the Apoſtle'S. 
"Ya prom 
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Peter of the afflictions of thatharthy 
comparing them vnta fire, 'wher 

mettalls are tried,whe he faith,Now 
for a ſeafon (if neede require) years 
in Rn manifold tentas 


tions; that the triall of your raich,be- 
ing much more pretious then gold 
that periſheth (thogh ir berricd with 
firc)might be found vnto your praiſe, 
and honour, and gloric at the appea- 
ring of Ieſus Chriſt. Where de A 
poltle faith ; that if men by the fire 
will trie their gold, to thar endeg that 
they might certenly know; what-is 
the valuc of it,and yetitis but thing 
that periſheth., and therefore-in no 
wiſe to be compared to faith and 0- 
ther moſtexcellent graces of the ſpi- 
rit of God: Then the Lord much 
more may make triall ofthemby at 
fiction, tothe ende that all men m 
ſee them to be {o pretious 4 and 
pure as they be; and that they maybe 
[ 


diſcerned fromthe hypocrigcalland 


coun 


. 


fer the offbiied,” © of 
counterfeir ſhewes edge 
inthe wicked and-yngodly & 
men mighe. make Eelohing 0 
theone, andnotrinro the ocher;& 
ſo be deceiued bythein. 7 
Thus it is truly fajd;, that God did 
rooue Abrahane, When he faide vnto'vcn.1u.r, 
bind / Fake thine onely fonne 1/aac; 
whome thou loueſt jand ger fue Fin- 
totheland of Motil {and offer hin 
there for a burnt offering ypon ofic 
of the mountaines, which Twil fhew' 
thee: and he did (o:'and therefore the 
Apoſtle faith, that by faith he offered 
vp aac, when he was tried : ſo thitHcb.ur.un, 
this was a great trjall vnto him,yto” &# 
acrifice his owne fonne, whomehe* 
fo loued, and in whome he had recej= 
ued the promiſe. But when he {ets __ 
ched forth his hand, and took&e ©**22.10- 
knife to kill his fonne , the Lord faid 


. 


vnto him from heaven, Lay not thine 


hand vpon the child;eir1er doe any, 
thing vnto him: for now I know,rhat 
F 2 thotr 
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rhoufcareſt Go ſecin for my lake 
cpu haſt not = drhine onely on. 
Shy 1 ds MOB 
braham befare,, but he ſpeakethac-. 
cording to mens.vnderſtanding, thar 
naw ;he by good proofe and aryall 
knew it, and made it knowne.ro A. 
braham himſclfe, and to all poſte- 
ritic. any: v5 
And thus our Saniour Chriſtin 
the Goſpel by a parable ſheweth , 
how it is knowne,who haue recciued 
the. ſecede of Gods word into good 
hearts, and who into bad: namely, 
they that continue in the obedience 
of 1t.in the time of temptation and 
eriall, and they that fall away, ſaying, 
They thatare onthe ſtones,are they, 
which when they hauc heard,receiue 
the word with ioy; butthey haue no 
rootes : which for a while belecue, 
but in the time, of temptation goe a- 
way. Thus though they fecmed. ro 
belecue for a time,yet when they fall 
away 


» forrhe afflded, © | 8s 
away in tempraris,by this triall it ap- 
peareth, that the 'wotd of God was 
never throughly'rooced inthe. And 
by an other compariſon alſo he ſhew- 
«th, how vpon triall it is manifeſt, 
who are profitable. hearers of ,the 
word of God, and. whoare not: for 

he that heareth the word of God - & Math 7.24 
doth it,is like a wiſe man,which hath 
builded his houſe on a rocke; andthe 

raine fell, and rhe floods came, and 

the winds blew, and beate vpon that 
houſe,and it fell nor: for it was groig- 

ded ona! rocke. But he that heareth 
the word, and doth it not, is like a 
fooliſh man , which hath builded his 
houſe on the ſand , and the raine fell, 
and the floods came, and the winde 
blew, and beat vpon thathouſe, and 
it fell, and the F of it was great, 
Temptations therefore and trialls, 
which are here compared vnto 
ſtormes and tempeſts,will ſhew what 
is ivall'forts of men, and whether 
F 3 they 
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they haye beene' profitable, or vn- 
"ioRtable hegrers of the word of 
9d; and this is a ſpeciall ende of 
hem, thus ro Jay open men, both to 
themſelues, and to. che world ; when 
2$it ſhall appeareghat in aftlition & 
vnder the crofle they are. the ſame 
that they were, before , or they. are 
not,but fire valike... 
' Aﬀterthis manner were the [{rac- 
lites tried and proguedin the wilder- 
neſle by the ſpace of fourtie yeares, 
16 Which time ſome of them prooued 
themſclues murmurers , ſome'forni- 
cators, ſome idolatours, ſome diſobe- 
dient, ſome fairhfull : and all this was 
by the ſeuerall afflictions and croſles 
that did befall them. And thus alfo by 
the great afflictions that did befa 
Job in one day, astheloſſe of all his 
goods and children,it appeared what 
reat vprightnes and inceritic, and 
Atchful obedience was in him: when 
as he ſaide, Naked came I outof my 
mo- 


for the affiifled. $7 


returne thither:the Lord harh giuen, 
and the Lord hath rtakenir: bleſſed be 
the name of the Lord. And inall this 
great lofle he did not1in, nor charge 
God fooliſhly. | 
For though Saran tooke him t 
be like other men, and that he ſerued 
God more for his commodities fake, 


becauſe he blefſed him, then of con- 


ſcience, and therefore faid, Doth Job aud .9. 


fcare God for nought? haſt thou not 
made. an hedge about him,andabout 
his houſe, and abour all that he hath 
on euery ſide? thou haſt bleſſed the 
worke of his hands,and his ſubſtance 
is increaſed. But ſtretch our now thin 
hand, ane touch all that he hath, to 
ſce it he will not blaſpheme thee to 
thy face: and then the Lord faid vnto 
Saran,Loc,all that he hath is inthine 
hand: and thereupon Satan deftroied 
in one day all thathe had; and yet he 
continuedin his vprightnes, and was 

F 4 the 


mothers wombe % and naked ſhatl[ tov 1.21. 
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| EGO — he was vey | 

by. chis:grear eriall it appeare 
that . that heloed had ſaide 
of' him beforc'::that hee was an vp+ 
right and inſt man indeede; and one 
that feared God,and eſchewed euill: 
for, all theſe (great afflictions could Þ| {« 
not make hum to fall from his former | & 
courſe, a 
And thus laſtly by triall appeared } (: 
the great weakenes of the Apoſtle I 4 
$.Peter,and thereſt of the Diſciples, Þ} pg 
who though as a moſt reſolute man Þ a 
he liad ſaid, Though al men be offen-" Þ (: 
dedby thee \ yet will I neucr bee of- || (; 
fended;and then lefſus {aid vnto him, || b 
Verily this night before the cocke || c 
crowe,thou ſhalt detiiie me thrice: & Þ| n 
Peter (aid to him'againe, Though I I v 
ſhould die with thee, I wil in no caſe 
denic thee,and fo faid alſo all the di- 
(ciples : when they ſaw a great 
multitude with,ſwordes and itaucs 
from the high Pricſt and Wldroa 
; rnc 
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the people; and de With a Kiſſebe- 
ried him into theit hands, andſo 
they tooke him & ledInm avayichen 
all the Diſciples Aedde. And whereas 
there ſeemed to be a little more cow 
rage in Peter then inthe reſt , for hee 
followed Chriſt though- a farre off, 
& ſo came intothe high Prieſts hall, 
and fare downe with the ſeruants to 
ſe the endezyet when he ſaw greater 
danger like to enſue, & he was char- 
ved to be one 0! Chriſts Diſciples, 
at the voice of a maide he grew to be 
{> timerous and fearefull , that hee 
(ware and forſware with curſing and 
banning , denying Chriſt, even that 
cuer he ſoinuch as once knewe the 
man.Neither himſelfe,nor any other 
would haue thought that ſo much 
weakenes ſhould hate broake out 
from him,before he came to this tri- 
all;but thereby it was laid open. 
Therefore, if it bee good forvs 
not to be ignorant of our ſelues , as 


indeede 


(L 
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: the: fame tnarichat he was before: el 
by.chis;grear-eriallie-appeared, that t 
that was trne, that helSed had ſaide | & 
of. him before'::that hee was an vp- a 
righrand iuft man indeede;and one t 
that feared God,and eſchewed ecuill: | 
f 
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far. all theſe igrear afflictions' could 
not make him to fall from his/former 
courle. " | 
_ And thus laſtly by triall appeared | 
the great ' weakenes of the Apoſtle | 
S.Peter, and thereſt of the Dilciples, 
who though as a moſt reſolute man 
he liad faid, Though al men be offen- 
dedby thee ; yet will I neuer bee of- 
fended;and then Ieſus faid vnto him, 
Verily this night before the cocke 
crowe,thou ſhaltdenic me thrice: & 
Peter (aid to him againe , Though 1 
ſhould die with thee, I wilin no caſe 
denic thee,and ſo faid alfo all the di- 
ſciples : yet: when they ſaw a:great 
multitude with.ſwordes and 1taucs 
from the high Pricſt and w———_ 
W- Cc 
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for the affliftenſ 0 By 
the people; and des With a kiſſebe- 
traied him into their hands aridſo 
chey tooke him & led Inm{awayzthen 
all the Diſciples fledde. And whereas 
there ſeeined to bea little more cow- 
rage in Peterthen inthe reſt , for hee 
Dilowed Chriſt rhough-a farre of, 
& ſo came intothe high Prieſts hall, 
and fate downe with the ſeruantsto 
{ce the endezyet when he ſaw greater 
danger like to enſue, & he was char- 
ged to be one o! Chriſts Diſciples, 
ar the voice of a maide he grew to be 
ſo rimerous: and fearetull , that hee 
{wareand forſware with curſing and 
banning , denying Chriſt, euen that 
cuer he ſomuch as once knewe the 
man.Neither himſelfc,nor any other 
would haue thought that ſo much 
weakenes ſhould have broake out 
from him,before he came to this tri- 
all;but thereby it was laid open. 
Therefore, if it bee good forvs 
not to'be ignorant of our ſelues, as 


indeede * 
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indeede hath beenethoughtto bee a 
point of greateſt wiſdome, for 4 man 
throughly to know himſelfe, that (6 
he might not be decciued withan 0- 
ucrweening of himſelfe; if it be good 
I fay,for any manto fee his wants & 


weakneſſes, that he maybe humbled -- 


cd; if itbe good toknow certaine- 
that we haue receiued fuch & fuch 


ph them,and ſeek to haue. them fup- 
graces of the ſpirit of God, & in that 


meaſure thar wee haue , that ſo wee- 


may be thankfull to God for them,&: 
comforted in our felues ouer them: 
Then ſeeing that affliction and the 
croſſe bringeth forth all chis fruit at 
once, and by triall wee finde what 
faith, hope, loue, patience, obedi&cc, 
&c.is in vs, and what not; infomuch, 
that whatſocuer we ſeemedeo be be- 
fore to our felues, and to others , yet 
now we know certainly that wee are 
thus and thus,and no otherwile: it ci 
aotbe denied but that affliftion _ 
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kerh.much good vnto' oy rs 
ou pon; riEce to ſay, jhatwWe 
06-7 itto Lap 05am: asthe 
doth here; We knowe thae all 
worke rogether for the. beſt $0 th 
thatloue 

Which alſo wee may f much the 
more ape, Gare we ſhal ſee 
| (omuan any moe v- 

fes Pro 0947 oye hath) thee bo laſtand 
greateſt of all, which is: ſpoken ofin 
> verſe. following, tn a choſe woods 


For thoſe whom he knew before, he 2om.1.»6. 


alſo vregeftivate, ro bee” made like to 
the imags ofhis fonne, thathe might 
be the firſt- borne of many beethren: 
where: he- theweth this - of 
the croſle;- namely, thatthereby wee 
might bee made, like vnto Chiiſtin 
his ſufferjrigs.But before'we cometo 
that, we muſt remember that hither- 
ſq ve ord ſeenc , drip is 
vic ot atflition, an itwo 
auch good: andtherefore wee par 

con- 


. andpofleſſions, and yet/haue no vie 
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conſider that itveuery crofle, beſides {| © 
the preſent bearing ofit, the Lordof. | & 
fereth great comodirie-vnto'vs, and | 
worketh it itv vs thereby, according 
tothe words of the Text; All thin 
worke together for the'beſt ro th 
that loue God. 1k 01H 
Sothar as itvall other rhihgs there | þ 
1s not onely.the preſent poſſeſſion, & 
ienioying ofthem,but there isthe vſe | 
and comfotrofthem; infomuch that 
men may haue great ſtore of 'poods 


- 


— a A4 ca ano tw wy oY OA a 24 _ &@ my 2 


ofthem;as Salomon by his great wil- 
dome obſtrued , and ſer it downe in 
the booke of the Preacher ,'faying, - 
There is one alone, and there is nota 
ſecond, which ' hath neither ſonne 
nor daughter , yet is thete none ende - 
of his trauaile,neither can his eie bee 
ſatisfied with riches,neither' doth he 
thinke , for whom doe Itramatle', and 
defraud my foule of pleaſiitet'Euen fo 
many hanc-great and lorſg ttofſes 


vpon 


F< pv; F 
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| pon chem , but make 
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vieof, 
them, neither doe dou tree 
fruitof them.; bur God\worketh by: | 


them their good, in thoſe that. bee} 
Mk. > 20 = * 0 C9 TAO TV 
Seeing then afflitions, ate. coma 
mon both to.the\goodand ghe badj. 
and God layeth them ypon: then 
both alikg,and they muſt beare thens, 
whether .they vill or no z the,one; 
muſt labour for the gpad which the. 
Lordoffereth to themrherby, which: 
the other notonce ſo.mnuck as laoke' 
after : of which duric of theirs, whert, 
Gods children are ſomewhat more, 
carcleſle ofthen they ſhould,then no. 
doubr, the, Lord in. wiſdome.and.i 
mercie continueth  his.rod Ypon ths: 
longer; yea,and often increaſerh the, 
becauſe his purpoſe is t9, doetheny 
good thereby ; and ſo herein dealeth, 
with them as a moſt loging and tens- 
der father(as indeedehe js) whoſpa-: 
rethnot the rod, vatill his'childe bee. 
— Ln thereby 


thereby humbled,and broughtrothe 
confeſhon' and amendment _ 
fault: becauſe his purpoſe is, by his 
fatherly corre&ion to'doe him pood.' 
| Wherecinparents ofcen put a dif 
ference. betweene their children and 
their ſcruarits; for often they kttheir 
ſeruantsalone , and leave chem'as in- 
cortigible,when they will not-profit 
by words; ora few ftripes, as notca- 
ring for them; becaufe they purpoſe 
not alwaies to be troubled withthe: 
burtheir chiſdren , becauſe Hey "- 
thatthey'cannot caſt offnaturall affe- 
ion from'them; therfore they leaue 
them notafrer once of tAvice corre-' 
Qion, but ſtill follow therewith the 
_ rodde,till ehey amend: $6 theLord; 

when he ſpareth rhe wicked in their 
finnes ; and referueth rhemfor atur- 
ther and more heauie 1u&gement at 
the laſt;correKing his owne'children' 
in the meane' ſeaſon agaite and a- 
paine; he ſheweth that hispurpoſe is 
rchereby 


\for the Aa | =_ 
thereby todoethem,aboue all other, 
muchigood. i. 5) yo 1 © OL W 
Therefore let noman in the con" 
tinuance of his afftlitions ; _ 
{long and grieuous, betoo niuch diſ-: 
couraged, as though the Lord were" 
continually angrie with tiimi', or had> 
a purpoſe to deſtroy 'and "make an 
endeiofhim therebyifor he could do” 
that in a momenrat otice:burlet hint 
ratherthus thinke with-himſelfe;an@” 
reaſon bur of the wordofGodzNow? 
I knowafluredly , that 'the Logdlo=” 
ucthmeindecde;becauſe hee 
ſeth to dde me goodby allthings /e-+ 
ucnby: affliction: ;/accotding to his? 
promiſe 2 and therefore whereas-F- 
through'the vntowattiies of niy' as 
ery ow not profired ſufficientlyby 
hisformer chaſtiſements,according* 
to his good meaning towards me;he” 
hath ſencme anew tatherly correi#=+ - 
on; thereby at the laſt to workE"my 
farther 'go0d : and* whereas I tho-" 
rough 


96. M comthdvt al d Treatiſe 
rough the, crookednefſſe and/onta-: 
wardneſle of my Calls on. 
doe nor yet profic. by them, 12s hee 
would haue me; therefore: I fee; tha 
10\much mercieand louingkindneſle] 
hecontinuerh iz, thatſo I might ger 
good by itartae laſt, 2 io» 

- Wherein-the-Lord deaterh: with 
vs Ike a wiſt ang conſcionable. Phy- 
fitian 3 who. purpoltng not:{2 much 
ro giue phyſicke: ynto the {tcke pari-" 
cnt,..and to-practiſe on himforhis: 
owne gaine , a3 to cure himby.hoſe 
medicines that he applieth ta.him, 
and fo ſecketh his;health and recoue-' 
rie:if the firſt medicine willtemooue 
thediſeaſe,ths there he leaueth. him, 
2nd goes no fiirther; if nothe:mini-: 
ſtceth an other medicine after.rhar, 
2nd it may be the third & the fourth, 
becauſe he hath a care of him, and: 
ſeckes his health. And if atany time 
he. maketh any. intermiſſion -1 the 
courſe ofhis phyficke, and ccafethro 


Pra- 
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_ © forthe" of 
raQtiſe any further on him , it is not 
Locals he meaneth'to leaue hin; & 
ro giue him ouer /bur becauſe of the' 
parients weaknes , that he might ga- 
ther fome further ſtrengrch, andhaue 
a breathing time to that ende: 

Euen G the Lord parpoing AC- 
cordingto his gratious promiſe, to 
doe vs good by affliction, and he ha- 
ving ſandifed it by the croffe.of 


Chriſt to that endexwhen by rhe firlt | ; ® 


croſle we profic tiot,as we ought, the 
cither hel. ___ - 
ger vponvs,tlfat ir might do vs gob@- 
at hetif; or els cis {+ a lags 
ueth an' other in ſteal cf it to'rhe 
ſame ende. Which though hee doe 
not prefently, becauſe we were not' 
then able to indure, yet ometimeaf-' 
rerwards, when it ſeemeth beſt to his” 
hkcauenly wiſdome.Therfore the beſt 
thing for euery mais, fJoone topto- 
fic vnder the crofic , that God hath' 
laid vpon him, thar:fo it might ſpes- 

G 1 dily 


ertcth rhe fame lie the lon! © 2 
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dily be remooued: and not to labour 
ſamuch for the:remoouing'of it, as 
far the fruit of it; leaſt it going as 
way without profit,and not working 
that iti vs, for which God didſend it, 
the Lord bring vpon vs ſome greater 
afterwards, ſecing it is his purpoſe 
thereby molt ſarodly to doc vs 
good. 

Morcouer, by this we know , that 
whereascyery man naturally defireth 
that which is beſtfor him ,and yet 
moſt men erre inthe particulars;they 
deſiring that which is moſtpleaſant, 
profitable, and honourable, &c. in 
this warld : which defires of- theirs 
the' Prophet - expreſſecth in theſe 
wordsMany ſay, who will ſhew-vs a- 
ny good: By this, fay,we know,thar 


 thatthing indeede is beſt for vs at all 


rimes., W uer it be , which ma- 


keth moſt for-the gloric of God, for 
our owne faluation,and for the edify- 
ing of our brethren i which becauſc 


the 
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the Lord worketh many times by af- 
flictions;as we haut heard; andofren 
_y them, rhen by his betefits; 
we muſt be perſwaded; that enE py 
are then'beſt for euery mati, whic 
though it be contrarie to mans rea-, 
ſn, yertitis agreeableto the wotd of 
God, & which we oughrto beleeue. 
Euen as When a mans bodie is 
ercatly diſtempered with abundance 
of blood;or ouerladen with _ 
ous and groſſe humors, or hath ſome 
member great putrificd : then an 
in theſe reſpe&s ir is beſt for him to 
haue his'blood taken atyay, and his 
humors;thar his fleſh may be abated, 
ind fall away; yea it is beſt for him jn; 
theſe caſes ro be launced and cut, ro 
be ſeared; and ro hane apart cutoff, 
thar the reſt might be ſaued: Whi 
though they be grieuous in them- 
ſclues , yctat this time theyare moſt 
rofitable; and to be defircd. Theres 
ore when any afflidtion or calamitie 
C1339 G 2 doch 
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doch befall vs,let vs notbe diſconten- 
ted therewith , as. with, that thar is 
hurrfullfor vs, ncither bs too. impati- 
entand wearic, as of a thing that we 
would faine be ridde of x bur ſubmit- 
ting our iudgementsand wills to the 
iudgement and will of God reucaled 
in his word, let vs quictly indure, ſce- 
ing that euen now the Lord gjueth 
vs that, not which we fondly Titre, 
as the belt; but which he knoweth to 
be, and is indeede at this time the 
belt. 

Seeing then it is fo, (for the fur- 
ther clearing of this truth) what ] 
pray youis the cauſe , why not onely 
the wicked and vagodly,who are not 
able to iudgeof thus matter,by all the 
witand reaſon that Bey hauc; but c- 
uenthe very godly , who becing en- 
Tighrenedby the ſpirit of Godzoughr 
to know this doctrine to be true, and 
to belecue it, that they, Ifay, doe fo 
ericuouſly complaine of their aftit- 
1 : | X | Eions, 


CE — - =—y _ C [= 


fot. 
ions, as fas op afex 
for them that can 'be? and 2 


that ſhould nor onely doe 
good, , bur much hurt; when end 
aue ſcene alreadic how many w dit 


they worke their good,; nd Klee rs 
are the beſt forthemi decde. : na 
Why did ob, Gang s affli&tions 
were ſent vnto oy fg: for his 
rriall,and for ll 5 why did he.fo 
complaine 
ref were well waigd, and my mi: 
Fries were hid ro ether dy 
lance? for it would now be heavier 
then the ſand of the ſea: therefore my 
words arc ſwallowed vp . For the ar- 
rowes of the Almi NED are 1 me, 
the venime therenf, doth drinke vp 
my ſpirit, and the terronurs of God 
fight againſt me, &c. Why dorh'D4- 
vidalfo make gricuous complaints 
in reſpe& of the afflition thar did 
befall him, when he beginnerh the 


mans Oh bn: My fob 6.4. 


Palme thus lamentably ; OFord, re- Mtv 


G 3 buke 


102 A comfortable Treatiſe 
buke me not in thine anger , neither 
chaſuſe me. in thy wrath : for thine 
ty; hauelightvpon me,and thine 
" hand hethpon me: there is nothing 
ſound jn my fleſh , becauſe of thine 
anger , neither is. there reſt in m 
bones,becauſe of my fin.M —— 
arc putrified and corrupt; I am bow- 
edandcrooked iy Apa I 80 mour- 
ning all the day: for my reines are 
full of burniog, and there js nothing 
found in my 8cſh: my hearr paoeth, 
and my ſtrength faileth,and elight 
of mine eyes,cuen they are not mine 
owne, &c, ..._. BY) 
If cheſe affliftions of theirs did 
worke their good, why did they thus 
camplaine of them ? Trucly it can- 
not be denicd,, but thatmen for the 
maſt part. doe more complaine of 
their afflitions, then they ought ro 
doc,and are more full of murmuring 


and impatiencie vnder the hand of 


God,then they ſhould be: and they 
| doc 


for the. « > 16} 
dog nor ſo' comfortably beare theif 
croflſes as they ſhouldand might;yer 
allthis hindereth nior', bur tharthe = 
Lord by them feekerlv their go6d,/8& 
they ſhouldlabour toprofit, & t5be 
bettered by their afflitions, and bee 
perſwaded that theyſhall wotke to- 
gether for the beſt ynto Og 
they be tull of coplamts, while they 
are inthe middeſt of them. For who 
cuer complained-more of their af- 
fictions;then theſe two men; /oþand 
Daxid,and yet who had more profir, 
or gote more good by the then they? 
bath ofche-beingthas tried, & in the 
triall found to beemoſt faithful and 
patient,and conſtant vnto the ende. 

And/eoncerning this pronenefle 
in vs to complaine,we muſt conſider 
thar ſuch is our nature, that we muſt 
needes hauethe fecling of our affli- 
tions, vnleſſe our hearts were harde- 
ned, like yron or'ſteele; and fo wee 
were'ſenleſſe like ſtbthks and gones, 

= G 4 and 
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2nd not as men. And therefore ſee. 
ing itis atherwife, namly,our hearrs 
naturally are ſoft and tender,and rea- 
dic to he broken with affliction , and 
ſome more,and ſome lefle ; it cannot 
ofſibly be, but that euery thing that 
þefalleth vs , ſhould worke vpon vs, 
and that we ſhould bee mooued ac- 
cording to the nature and qualiticof 
itzeither to ioy or forrow,laueor ha- 
tred,anger or feare, and ſuch like : & 
therefore tribulation muſt needes 
trouble vs, and 2Midtion muſt needs 
afflict vs, and the croſſe cannor bur 
crucifie vs3 & yet we may and onght 
for all that þce perſwaded ,:thatir is 
for cur good, and looke forit from 
thence, and pray to God in faith that 
we may finde ig, | 
Euen as the (icke panent, & pain- 
full languiſhing creature vnder the 
Phyſitians hand,cannot as he is a na- 
turallman,indued with feriſeand rea- 
ſon, bur feele ro his great griefe the 


laun- 
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launcing with ſharpe kniues, andthe: 
fearing of his fleſh with 'redde hotte 
yrons ,&fo'complaine ofchem with 
much heauineſſe , and matly teares; 
yeacrie out and roare-for the extre- 
mitie of his paine, though he know. 
cth it be'beſt for hin+ then thus, ro 
be handled : and therefore thoſieh 
he be ſometimes bound jn the dreſ>.-- 
ſing both hand and foote,or violeng- 
ly held by men ; yet after a ſorthce 
doth moſt willingly ſuffer it. And this 
s anecauſe of complaining in affli- 
ion, though they are perſwaded 
thatirisfor their good, even the in- 
firmitie and tendernes of ournature, 
whereby-all croſſes worke' on vs as 
they doe; [1 

Rur there. is an qther cauſe more 
principall then this , which procee- 
deth from ignorice, or want offaith: 
for many are toq full of complaints 
in their aftlitian, becauſe they are 
not perſwadcd at all, or not at har 
time, 
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time, when they are in 'temprati 
that aduerſitie, or the: croſſe is for 
their good; or at leaſt nat that parti- 
cular croſſe,and in that manner, that 
itis vponthem: which if they could 
come vnto, whatſoeuer ſhould be 
laid vpathem,they would not great- 
ly complaine of it,for the hope of fu- 
ture good would mitigate. and af- 
{wage all. Therefore ul ſuch are to 
meditate ypon that which hath alrea- 
die -becne ſpoken concerning this 
matter ; namely,how many waics by 
atiicion the Lord doth vs good. 

In the latter part of the verſe, whe 
he faith,To them that lone Gogzrhar 
is, all things worke togcrhex for the 

; beſt vnto them that loue Gad : as he 
| thereby reſtraineth this general pro- 
\ miſe,becauſe jtts not mgde'to all; fo 
he ſheweth--to whome it appertai- 
nethznamely,to thoſe that belecue in | 
Chriſt, ws are fantitied by his Spi- | 
rit, whereof this is one ſpeciall fruig | | 
The 


—- | 
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"ſhe loue of God. For he intreaterh 
here of the certenic of the ſaluatign 
of thoſe thar belong wag Chriſt, as 
appearcth by the firſt words of the 
MT Now then there'is ng con- 9» 
demnation tothem that are in Chriſt 
Lclus,which walke not after the fleſh, 
but after the Spirit. Where he allo | 
diſcerncth. the true helecuer from 0- 
thers,by this fruit of faith, namely, 
ſancification ; & here he dothname * 
one principall of it, which is loue: 
Loue to God, from whence ariſerh | 
loue unto men for his fake, and from 
them both , all dutics to God and | 
man. 

And thus the Apoſtle alſo in an o- | 
ther place ioyneth, faith and loue to» | 
gether, as thoſc that are jnſeparable, 
when he faith , that in Ielys Chriſt cal; « 
neither circumciſion nox vncircum- | 
cifion auaileth any thing: bur faith, 
which worketh by loue: where his / 
meaning is,that no a 
Cr- 
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ſeruice of God, commanded 
by him , as circumcifion was, cam- 
menderh vs to God, or maketh vs ac- 
ceptable ynto God,but onely Chriſt, 
and his obedience : which we rake 
hold of, and fo make ours by faith; 
which faith is then effeQtual and liue- 
ly, when it breedeth in vs a loue, 
which loue appeareth by the fruits 
and effects of the fame. Sothen rhe 
Apoſtle here vnder one fruit, which 
is loue, comprehendethall godlines, 
and fandtification. | 

But hee taketh this thing rather 
then any other,(The loue of God) as 
that, that is moſt fit for his purpoſe : 
for ſpeaking of affliction he ſaith, 
thar by this we ſhall tric our faith, if 
our loue to God continue cuen then: 
ſo that wee ceaſe not to'lone God, 
chough he afflict vs. For whereas the 
very wicked will pretend to, loue 
God in proſperitic, and as long as all 
things goc well with them, they will 


pro- 


r the offi ed. 


ed. toy 
profefle that they loue God,as much 


as any, yeaandthatthey were worle. 
then the bruit beaſls. if charthay dd 
not loue him, and that with it 
heart, who beſtoweth all things vpon, 
them fo liberally,and many ch glo, 
rious words they will,vtrerzburjn ad- 
uerſitic, and when God laycth aftli- 
&ion vpon them ; their loue is chan- 
oed: yea, they fall into open hatred 
and deftance with God, yes Euen vn- 
to plaine curſing and T3 j"= tht +4 
peareth by the example of fobs wite, 
who ſaide vnto het husband; Doeſt !-b :6 
chou continue ſ}ill in thine vpright- 
heſſe,blaſpheme God.and die.Bur he 

thar louegth God rruly , louerh him 

not for his backe and belly,as we ſay, 

but becauſc be is goodnes irfelfe,and 
therefore priucipally to be beloued 

for himlelfe : ando their loue COntL- 
nueth , chough all outward bleſſings 

be raken away. 


And hercin the wicked too mani- 
feſtly 
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feftly bewray vile thindes,and ſcruile 
natures; thar like as feruants Joye nor 
their maſters ;nor maidensthelr mi- 
ſkreſles, if they once beginne to cor- 
re& them for their faults; & fo grow 
wearic of them;and arc readie to ruri 
away from thein: as the maid ſeruant 
Gen.r6,6. Higar the Egy tian did from her m1- 
ſtreſſe $474. But the godly doe this 
way a5 apparantly ſhew their liberall 
nature,and ingenuouis diſpoſition; in 
that as no correHion or ſtripes of the 
father of mother,can make rhe child 
© © tochangehis foueto them, & whol- 
ly ro alienate his minde from them, 
much Jefle cat1they driyuehim cleane 
way from them,buthewill abide in 
eheichouſe;andm all hisneede reſort | 
to themfor ficcour : fo will they ſtill | 
in afflition loue God, and depend | 
vpon hini for all things needfull. 
And this corruption to bein the | * 
aature of all men generally; euch by 
affliction to fall away from theloue | * 
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han _— it in Zob; 
not, when he aide vnto 


Doth 2ob loue, or feare ITT. 18. 


tor nought?as if he hid ſaid;hedoth 
not ſerue thee for thine owne fake,or* 
for any loue that hee beareth-vnro/ 


] thee,but for the commoditie thathe 


receiueth by thee:forhe addeth ;Haſt 
not thou made an hedge about him, 
and about his houſe} and about ali 
that he hath on cueryſidetthou haſt 
bleſſed the worke of his harids, & his 
ſubſtance is increaſed in the land:but | 
ſtretch out thine hand, and touch'all 
that he hath, to fee if he will nor bla- 
ſpheme thee to thy face. In which” 
words henoterh a vice, that men 
commonly are ſubie.vnts, that is, 
to hide their rebellion in proſperitie, | 
and in aduerſitic ro bewray it. 
Therefore if we be free from this 
vice, and fo ceafe not in affligtionro 


loue 
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loue God; and inloue ro ſerue hin 
we ſhall beſure;rhat he will fulfil this 
promiſe of his vnto vs, of turniag alt 
things to our good: and cauſing all 
our croſſes to.make together for the 
beſt vnco vs,fo long as we loue God: 
and this vnfained loue thatwefinde 
we beare in our hearts ynto God,is a 
fure teſtimonie vnto vs of it, and we 
ought thereby to be I of 
the vadoudred truth of ir, & fo com- 
fort our felues fac the tiine prefent, 
that God will doc -vs good by this; 
correion-of his , euen becauſe wee 
louc htm. | 

 Moreouer, ſeeing that the Apo- 
ſtles purpoſe here is, ro intreat of pa- 
tience maffixtion;and to prepare vs 
for it; this no doubt rs moſt fit for the 
fame, namely,-the confideratron of 
that loue yz which we oughtto beare | 
vnto' God ,, whereby we might be. 
mooucd to take all things in good 
part,that he ſends vnto vs ,becaufe 


ve 


with-ſilence manythings that areof. 


for Rehel diving whieh time herooke 
day he'was conftifie@ with 6s 
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f them nerd TT loue +; 
many Svicuous thitigs doth the #6 
ther put'vp at rhe Hands of herfto- 
wardch 1d, whome ſhee tenderly 16: 
ucth 3 And the hugband paſſeth ouer 


f-nfiue proc ceeding fronrhis wife, be- 
cauſe (hee is deare'vnts' him, and his 
loue towards her cavferh himinortd 
ro ard then; yea for her ſake he bea- 
\ with many things at the kynds 
of athirs. MeV 3480 

| AST 1s faid of ligob that he ſorited Gen.29.20, 
Laban vey hard maſter feuen years 


a Arpriry, nn ringer the &11.4% | 


ear paines 


withfroſt in-che 

was changed ten times: 

med vito hiny m_ todas | 
p 


Rom. 8.32. 


{,Cor,13 $- 
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<auſe.he loued her ; tus Joe yngs 
men cauſcthivsto indure. 


for their fakes. whome we-loue>,aud 
the more we-loue them gthe.more 
willingly to gratifie them dogiwee 
chearefully vndergoe,any hard: ſer- 
uicefor them, How much more then 
ought we patictly to beare all things 
atthe'hand of God,whoim we know, 
that he ſo loued vs,that he ſpated-not 
his owae ſonne, but gaue hum for vs 
allro death: and therefore weought 
to loue him. aboue all other things, 
yeaaboue our ſelues againe, |. - - 

- And no. doubt wee would. thus 
beare all croſſes laid vpon vs by God 
for our good, agreat deale more pa- 
ticatly we doe, it there were in 
vs that loue- vnto bis maieſtis 5 that 
there — ſecketh nor her 
owne things: it 1s tze proper- 
tie of loite, not ſo much to {cckero 
{.cisfetheirowoe minde, as to gra- 
tific the partic whome they loucy cue 
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jat th OY a Gods Nani 
vndexthe croffe,as thoughthey wet 
le to wotke!it out phet ;fo 
of thanfelies theyare 23Wetke, arid 
fraile, and impatient vnderit; as any 
other : but the free lone of Gd tos 
wards them in Chrift , whereby be- 
fore the beginning of the world, he 
agree them good, and ther- 
With parvoſder hi otteng yo 
Which 0 ng can 
alrer, buthe niaketh all things to fur- 
her it, yea famctimes contrarie to 
their nature;as afflitions, | © 
_© So tharfroni'the firſt vnchanged- 
ble cauſe of their aluation;and of all 
£00d inrented towardes them , he 
erh che certentre of rhis, that'll 
 afdlitions ſhall worke together for 
- the beſt r6'thofe' that loue God't for 
Who can hirider/or friftrate the Ue- 
\termmare purpoſe 'of God* ii tiriy 
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his. it! cam 
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all varethem by ar : 
ration'gf his. holy Coirie ga" a 
them-faith and re e ;and fo 
became vnto.thE The power of God nom...re. 
ynto their ſaluation, as the Apoſtle 
callech jr: charis, che mightic and ci- 
feQuall inſtrument of God to worke 
theirſaluation., when itwas altoge- 
ther ynproficable yato. others oy 
| H 5 heard 


r'$ 91.29 tone 
heard it; as wells rhey,”" 
':So/then-the  Lordcondnuing the 


faine purpoſe of hisrowatdsrhem;ir 


No oermen on CHTE 


ane aſi Ss, rapid 
oh , aL kj em y the wicked 


a6e,as we ſuit e of Pha- 
raohking Dad The many 
cow &x vpon him, 
the wholeland; wy 7nd! after-an 


l 


wed fs N_ was ſtih more and 
more hardned; neither would he ler 
the children of Titact goe:-yor the 
Lord woyld rune all this to their 
good , becauſe he had purpoſed it, | 
And fot the certentie ofa full affu- 
rance of this; he leadeththem ro the 
conſideration of the pitp6ſe of God 
avpearing (in! their calling ; which 
Dect'S very range and many things 
rae outward 4 gr againſt 
ir, ycr the Lordbrake through them 
all.and none ofthem could hinder it, 
or 


— 


= 
derthecalling v7 ment vato fn, 
yet rione! of them could doe it; be- 
cauſe 'God had purpoſed « As who 
would-euer haue gn, , that Pay] a8441. 
CNS yrs o 

reati and (laughter 
Diſciples of the oy ate hawin 
now 1n this great furie and 
his obrained le cirersof the high 
to Darmaſcus , that ';t'he foand any 
thar were'of that way or profeſſion, 
(either men or women) he night 
bring them bound vnto- Teruftlem + 
d at this time be fo fad 
conuerred , that he ſhould 
become > Chriſtian \butan'Apolle 
ſo thatitſhould be truly ſaid of him, 
he which was 2 'great 
rime paſt, now isa 7 
H 4 of 


veel-r5, 


2.Chr.13 3 


ws A chnifotebleTraviſc 
of the faith, which befare he deſivie, 
cd: but he ſhewes the cauſe 2 it pradreg 
himſclfe,whenbe faj 
ſeparated him rhexe 
mathers, wombe, dſo he FH 
vatoit.of his grace: that is ,inhjse+ 
verlaſting cqunſlhe firſt appojnted 
hina.to bc an Apaſtleand fecandari- 

ly cuen from his Firth he did {cpazate 
him-to, this, office 5 and. thirdly,in 
time-of his mcere grage and fauguty 
7 ralled? him; Xu it 5accarding eg 


Nope maybe id HF obdod he 


25,0! Mer king: of Judah, qbo 
dong euill jn the ſight of the Lord 


like che abominations of the hearhe: 
lexting vp altars for Baalim, and wor: 

pping allthe hogkt of heauen,cau- 
E is fonnes to paſſethrough 

- Saf valley of Ben-hinnom; 
20A Ejung himſcl{co wizchcralrand 
wo G-andling them that had 


thiere was Ao. likeli- 
hoode 


OMe, a- recur. 


God of his fathers; and-praicd vato 
and beard his praicr :'and then he 
knewthat the Lord was God. 

But 1o.let theſe; paſſe; ler every 
man confider thetmanner of his own 
calling, & ſec how many things were 
withiy him, and without him, that 
might have; hindred himfrom com- 
miog £9. that meaſure of grace, that 
Lehach now reteiucd,thatſo he may 
acknowledge vpon his owne experi- 

| ence, 


ee eo prom (aons, to. 
ade, thatthHe ig , ido- 
 larrie;or Atticfae , inwhichall his 
kinred were left might have” ſaied: 
this good worke , but that God did 
draw him our of them ,ashe did A- 
braham,commanding him es forſake 


his countrey; and hiskinred, and his 


farters houſe: or that the manifold 
great corruptions that were rooted 
mvs,z1d confirmed bycaſtome, like 
vito the {-aiien deuills thatwere in 
Marie Magdalen, mighthave keptvs 
from the hope of it: or thelooſ2 and 
diffohire lite rar we lead, miſpeding 
o'r time, and the gifts of /God, our 
wit and ſtrength in riotouſ1es and 
wanronnes, as the prodigall childe 
did ; might haue kept Gods good 
h11d from vs: or tharwe did deſpiſe 
and tread vnder our feet the pretiors 
peacle of Gods*word , when' it was 


offe- 


ence, that-nathi is 2&6 hbider' 
the gooi gry Srboararecoeed 


| 


—mla 
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raged; hath ts = 
C le goodneſſeof mr 
range thectoſſe; 


led _— 

rofafli oh to: downs 60d, 
how many euer may me 
to our ſehues , or toorhers to'be 2- 
gainſFit, that he will veritie chispro- 
mile vntovs,and We ſhall findicto be 
crue, as well as others, thatall things 
ſhall wotke tor thebettothoſs that 


loue God ug choſe that are called 
of his purpoſe. ? 
ga - 


124 4 anfertubleTres'e 
A verſe when he 4ddethy 
.whome he knew before, 
mage of forpe ne he mag: 
of his fonneahat he might be 
home many; bretheer)'r he 
fedret an. born moſt? excellent 
wherefore the Lotddaicth the 
Re note all ypan his children: 
namely , that dy; they might be 
7 mn Chriſt. cheir eldeſt brother, 
as the Lord hath ordained ; rhac all 
thatare his ſhould be, ſome more, & 
ſome lefſe.' And {o by this means c+ 
ſpecially it workerht — when 
it maketh vs rhe members conforma- 
ble and like vato Chriſt our head.-In 
which words he not onely faith, that 
all afflj&tions'gdoe befall vs by the Ve+ 
ry ſpeciall prouidence and hand of 
God, and hot by. fortune or chance: 
but alſo he ſheweth, to whatende he 
:-.:4.:sſendeth them; namely,tharas Chriſt 
himſelffirſt ſuffered, = then entred 
into gloric: ſo all others going the 
ame 


; | 


Rou.l.29-. 


ww ——”_ —_—_— 


ſarne ways 


poles we nie: ra 
the croſſe ſhould hinder vs from our 
ſaluation, ris more then ie di4 Chriſt 
from glory? bur ratherthat we oughe 
inthemidſt of it Wes 1 Fo 
that we ſhall be like vats Chri 
glorie, becauſe we are like vneo.hins 
in'thecroſfe: atftis id in 
an orher place, It w with him, 
we (tallalfo raignewithhim. : | 
Now. coticerning the-former of 
chceferwo points , namely, /thatnoaf: 
Fro commer bref, ky 
lleth vs as wefay, 
neitherzhat er done hols 
rune or chance,but by the very ipeci 


y app intmencof God: he notone- 
endeviniewdikbonncics, 
ie,and vsin it own cics, 
Send vpon vs: himſelfe, cuen 


with his rs Chands Jandficſtof all 


ordai- 


126 A confotteble Treat 
taineth init moſt piper comfort, 
and{ingular conſolation, conſidered 
alone and apart by it ſeife ;, but alſo is 
that,vnto which-the whole Scripture 
of the old & 2ew- Teſtament beareth 
very plentiful wit1es. For teeing that 
we beleeueaccording tothe firſt ar- 
ticle of our faith., thar God made all 
things of nothing, therefore alſo we 
arc aſſured , that whatſocuer are the 
means knowne'or vnknowae , of any 
thing thatbefallerh vs, that:the Lord 
himſclte ische doer of the. ſame : for 
that which they did ;they did by his 
ipeciall power, {ecing that of on 
Eid they were firſt nothing, and 
therfore without him could not doe 
any thing. | 

- Andthits the Pſalmiſt profeſſcrh 
his fait',in the name ofthe reſt of the 
ſzruants of God,acknowledging that 
the Lord himfclfe hath brou Yi all 


their troubles ypon the , whic ney 
uf- 


wad | 


* for TRACKER, + | 2127 
ſuffered by-the violence ant! crucltic 
of their aduerlariesz-and that'he' a- 
lone did inthe endedelivertheny out 
of their hands: whehe ſpeakeththus, 
Praile our God, ye people, and make vc 5.2. 
the voice of his praiſe to; be: heard; 
which holdeth our ſoules inJife , and 

| ſuffereth.nor our feete toſlippe. For 

| thou, O God, haſt prooued vs, thou 

haſt tried vs as ſiluer 45 tried ; thou 

haſt brought vs into the ſnares, and 

laid a ſtrait chaine vponourloines: 

thou haſt cauſed: men'to \ride ouer 

our heads: we went into fire and into 
water,burt thou broughte(t vs ontin+ 

to a wealthie place; where they con- 

felle that though men did opprefſe 
them,as though they ſhould ride o- 
uerthem , yet that the Lord cauſed 

them foto doe,and he broughtthem 

into the ſnare , and by the cruelticof 
tyrants laid a ſtrait chgineypon their 
loynes, which pinched them: and fo 
he did not oncly behold their aifli- 


ions, 


S_ 7 wa _  2v_ __X.. >. AARAL 


Silk KEELER: 


138 Acomfortable Treatiſe | 
Qions, bit by them di 'of purpoſe 
trie thens, asmen doe filugr/ 7” 

Whereunto agreerh that moſt ex- 
cellent ſaying of /ob, contdining'the 
likeptofeſſion of his faith inthis very 
point; that'God bringeth al afiQs- 
on vpon men, though hevſerh men, 
or any othet meanes, 'or'the deuill 
himſelfe, as inſtruments and meanes 
rowork vider him inthefamething. 
For whe Saran hid-defired' the Lord 
to ftretch otit his hand} and touch 7ob 


in his poſſefſions,rto ſee what would. 


become of him then: and thereupon 
the Lord faide vnto him, Loeall that 
he hath is in thine hand: rhenhe ſtir- 
redvp the Shabeans, who came vice 
lently andcaried away all his oxen, 
as they were plowing,andhisaſſes as 
they were ſeeding: and he'cauſedfire 
to come-downe aind burne' Vp his 
ſheepe and his ſernants thatkeptthe: 
and ketmoouned rhe Chaldeans to fer 
vporThis cunelgandtocariethemn + 

way, 


| 
| 
! 
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Way arid to flay his ſeruanits': and he 
| 'p x rerhpelt of winde, which 
blewe downe the houſe where his 


ſnines 2nd his daughters were, and 
fleWhem all. And when the cidings 
of af theſe were brought vnto hini 
onthe fudden, then he fell downe _ 
bk groynd ; and worſhippedvet 
>4Nying, Naked came Tout of my 
mothers wembe ; and nakedſhall 
revuirne thicher:the Lord hath giuen, 
and che Lord harh raken it:blefſed be 
the name ofthe Lotd.” Thas though 
hefaw'the meanesofhis _— ct 
he looked vp to God, and confeſſed 
him'to be the principall doer in this 
buſtnes ;not afcribinghis lofſes vnro 
the Chaldeans or Sabeans ;bur vnto 
God working by them; and rhetfore 
he faid, The Lord hath taken away, 
Thus we ought 80 belecue and 
confeſfe;that wharfocuer doth befall 
vs either by wicked or vngodly per- 
forts,orby Saran himſelfe, and _ 
Ir . 


Mark 5.13 


139 A comfortable Treatiſe 
helliſfh power ,thatthe Lacd.is 
doer of the ſame :-for the very del 
themſclues were conſtrained to, ac+ 
knowledge vnta.. Chriſt ,, when, hb! 
was vpon the carth,, that they goul 
doe nothing withour his permiſon, 
or rather without: his warrant.and 
ſpeciall commaundement:.and thax 
not onely vato men, but cuen to the 
worſt and meaneſt of his creatures. 
For when he was in the countrey of 
the Gergaſens, rhere met hun two 
men poſſeſſed withman Fad 
the deuills ſpeaking inthe, 
him, ſaying, If chow.caſt vs out, ſutfer 
vs to goe into the heard of ſwine 
which was feeding a farre off vp 
an hill; fo they all confeſſe, that Nw 
were not ablc to cater into thoſe ve- 
ry bruit beaſts to hurt chem, yncill 
fuch time as Chriſt gaue them leaue. 
Bur S. Marke ſpeaketh of it more 
ſignificantly , namely , that they faid 
vnto him,Scnd vs into the a 5 
| enen 


ughe 


— 


wet A hem ni 


oa lacy but b ade them goe,aud {0 

ro war : Wh Ergu! booth f 
hs SIN? then, aad, caried them 
hea from the e till into the ſea, 


and ſo. oY es aked LS ENere: So that 


they caafcſſe,chax they could doe no- 
thing, bur by the; an of C rilt; 
ho ng chem Fi ; them, and re- 
aming mop at bis pleaſure: | _ 
Thus all, ” it is Writ of wh Matth.44: | 
aid Woo He eb PE oc 
the Spirit 
11dernes zo be tc red 
Fel ders, vs; Thar Wh. we 


. befall himthere., the Lor, 
Rog hin chither,and' co thats 


bog God; was not.onely 6 
hin ro be divers waies tems 
r bythe ſSacc of info daies,anc 
= nigius continually; but t 
eweitth = by the immediate di. - 
redio1 1 of the Sole of Godfor t 


J:.1 


bY 


13h, Acorn Tvubiſe 


ame ende'and pirpoſe' 


ha chil 
m,, that 


otherwiſe Have preſeraed him,; tf 
the. Deuill ſhould have had nothm 
to doe with hun. And actording 


to 
this dealing of God with him;Chrilt 
hath taught vs allthus rg pray, Lord 
lead vs not into remptation : whreſt 
kind of wordes,3s they be agreeable 
vato the words of the Euangelitts, 
yea of our Savjonr Chriſt , $5 rTey 
are more full of fii:h and. comfort, 
then if we ſhould fay, as many had 
wontto doe, Siiffer vsnort to belead 
into tempratiof : becauferherein we 
confeſl: ce not onely that the Lord be- 
holdeth vs iri 6ur troubles, and fiffe- 
reth vs to belead into rhem,and {v5 is 
in thoſe things a looker on; but that 
he, that is our father, and therefore 
louerh vs; who made vs, and therfote 
knowerh our ſtrength, lateth them 
ypon our backes himſelfe}, and'doth 
not as it were fland by till ar) other 
doth ir: and therefore we neede'f5 
"iu much 


——— 


m—_— Emen 
,,, The confiderazion. of this ſhould 


pag anely; make vs patjent in-ll affli 
Rions,and willingly ta beare them, 


henna from God, that 


IH: age looke for fo 
good EE 


our g 
on. vs 
thn pare 


Sloenyurtit \welks 
" en10erhemen I 


ly raph them to BY for. Kh 
m—_ F / 
he.loſt Ne he ha ode 


violence. 
_ I 3 deans 


and robberic of the; Chal- lobi.is 


nh Afb Were 
deans iid Sabegne;who ſpoifed himy 
orto the maliet'of the Dewi; who 
'1 ſet thit'a'wotke3/and had gone nd 
fiircher ; HE milk Heedes/hane Had 4 
mimbet' of retiengitig thavghts* a+ 
CARE them'!/and he could'ne waies 
are put itvpattheir hands;but whe 
he conſidered of the providence of 

God workitif by them''irt wifdome 

and mercic, beyond that 'thatfleſh & | 
and blood-e concetie : and was 

reſolued vfthis;chartheEord had ta- 

kenall away: that made him patient- 

Vt beate Aland to gine thanks vi- 
| t9'God and notto' vrrer orie foolifh 
refs, WSfddreooffem with His mouth. ' 
_ * Andthis made ToſepÞpatiently ta 
| 9092+ Patvp thole ſfittiricy and wrongs that 
Yercoffered voro ttifiby his brethe. 
ref; When 25 Brif Of all they calt him 
no at emprie pit,” that "there he 
migfit periſh? antafterwards they 
drew him ott6fir; afd flde him 1 

rhe Iſhmaclices; who brought him 
into 


a — 


"for the oflicted. >£ oy 
into Egypt. Where afterwardes he 
becing aduanced vnito great honour, 
when in the time'of famine his bre- 
thiren cane thither to buie cothe,and 
he at their ſzcond coming made 
hirtiſelfe knowne vnto theta ; ſaying, 
Come neere, I pray you to me:T am * 45+ 
Ioſeph your brorher, whome ye fold 
into Egypt: burheſtaieth not there: 
for then he mightit'4n ſome Fea 
hear' of affe&ion hane CR oftularec 
the matrer with them, and haue don 
thEſome harme,ſecing he had power 
inliis hands : biit he-addeth further 
fortheir comfort, and to ſhew'wh; 
ſtated him : Be nor ſad, neither grie- ». 5. 
nedwithyour ſelues, that yeſold'me 
hither: for God did ſend me before 
you for your preſeruation : for now 
two yearcs of famine have been tho- 
rough the land , and'fineyeares are 
betthd, wherein ſhall bencirher ea. 
ring,not harueſt : wherfere Godſenr 
me before you , to preſerue yourpo- 

I 4 ſteritiq 


iz6 Acomfottable Treatiſe 
ſteritie inthis Jand,and to ſaucyoua- 
live by a greatdeliuterance; Now the 
ou ſent me not hither,but Gad,who 
2. made me 2 fazher vngo Rharty 
ob,and lord of all his houſe;and mw 
ler thrpoghow all the land of Epype. 
Where we ſee, how he turnech his 
cyes from his brethren , and-lgoketh 
vnto God, ſaying ig was notthey that 
fold him, but God that enthim thi- 
ther, andthatfor the good of them 
all; andthis made himſo patiently ro 
care it. . »:m965 dl 90G 
..  Andthusthe Lord, though he de- 
teſter tuch ſtnaes-as thele-jn-men, 
yethe often victhchemro his gloxiet 
which when men can wilcly, conſt- 
der of, and diſcerne the one ftrom the 
other, it will make them quietly to 
beare great things at the; hands.of 
men, becauſe they ſtay not jn.them, 
but, caſt vp their eyes ynro God: 
whereas jf they ſhould onelylooke 
' yato men , and goc no further , they. 
know 


7" — 


far the afflicitde: \. £37 
know thatithey jn/rhe1 Jncan 
them na goad; but d know- 
jag tar, they, have deſerued-no ſuch 
bet doge ht Dreethe fa 
e likewhe: t 
ef yr od > 7. 
nos of hit bat Grikechs hi: there- 
fore in all afthuons Hetvs beleeue 
that we-have,to.deale-with-God, 
ſhall we be-patient , addcomtortable 
viider the{aine: Andithis 45 that,no 
doubr that ftaied-the old-man; Hel 
the Prieſt, when he heardthar meſs 
age from.che, Lord hy Semael; which 
otherwiſe would haue-beene 
deale more vacomforiable vnto him; 
as appearcth by. his watds)gand-an+ 
{wergthat he gaue vite him. For whe 
he told. him, that God Would: judge 
his houſe forever; forthe iniquitie :.$4m-3.45. 
which he knew, þecanſe his ſonnes 
ranne into a flaunder ; and he Naied 
chem not; then he anfweredJtigthe 7: 
Lord: leg him doe what ſeemeth ons 
| £00Q, 


14s Aconfertable Treatiſe 
all things fall out noraccor- 
ding to the will of man, bur of God, 
was thar; that gauc' him hope of a 
good iſſue of all choſe troublesin the 
ende: andfo irmuſt doerove.” * 
For this is all one; as if the ſicke 
patient ſhould haue a Phiſiciars ro 
deale with him,who werehisfither 
his brother;or his friend:who ſhould 
not onely preſctibe the quantitie of 
allrhe ingredients for his medicine, 
knowing well the qualities and wor- 
king of then; bur ſhould'alfo make 
the confe@ion-himſate ,bring it vn- 
co himjand miniſteriewicthhis owne 
hands: ofwhoſe fidelitie and care to- 
watds Him, and defire of his health; 
becauſe he doubreth not one whit; 
” thatwoald make him moſt willing to 
rp ory very bitter and vn- 
teaſane:' and though at the firſt he 
found it' iv the working ſomewhat 
chorliſh\, yet 'hg worry berg as: 


cciue 


—__ 


= bay com Kh hemhns 
ons; pen , — indare 
the cqoHle, ich others weuld lite 
putoff from bimbecaule it wasthat, 
that his father did lay pon him, For 
when J#da and the reſt camewith 
weapons to take hint int, Peter having a lob.i} 
icour, -&laidabourhim, 

pier roi: oa 
reheir $; at 

of one's the ſerutms 
Pcieſtz cur off his Cd 


ſus ide viito Peter nl 


intotheſheath: py re 1 I 

the euppe, , which my fathertiarh gi 

nen' me? Wheric he ſheweth nor 
onely what made himfoparient; and 
- what cavſcd him ro ſtay Peter ,euen 
the willof his Farher:bur there = 


$490 Atnfirtabk Trac'/: 
.dath alfo reach.vs , that whenſoever 
anyccroſſe doth befal vs,ir is chat por- 
tion and cuppe, which Gog our fa- 
4ther.in great wiſdome and; mercic 
_ mingled for vs: ans therefore 


not ſeare an ny yr drin- 
Fw of it, hutrarher it wi ingly, 
—_—_ that.icſhall work our good, 


— W: his-meaning towards 


NS, and a5 he OE promilediin his 
ward. 


v'y den te-child hazh offended 
tvsfadvtde hould Rayraonegl his 


roy hgh,  hieunl 


Take him out 
and punyſh. him ſo ang 
Hoh woul dhe. more grievous and 

490k 4 got oleale vnto an/tnge; 
nuaits chi if the facher/ſhould 
abecotretiomofhim hinfelfe; be 
eaufehewaghorter perſwaded of the 
of his farher RE hia, 
er of the feruancs, and fo might 
looke for moremercie 
chea from the other, Eucnſo igmay 


mint 


——_— 


ff HeafAek®' 141 
minifter vrito vs n6 ſmall-comfort 
in faflitions,/thatwe 3 
char i} thE we are vnder our fathete 
had; and he himfelfe dealeth with- 
vs,andthar be hath not in his diſpleas 
fare delinered vs © ary 6thet to be* 
tormented by them,/ | 7010 
' Againe, if one that wete bliride; 
6ffending his father , ſhould be ſrid- 
denly taken away,and caried ro ſome 
puniſhment , he knew norwhether; 
nor by whome, he mightiuſtly feate 
what would be the ads ad meafure 
of jt:but if he knew it were his farther 
partof his feare would be diminiſh- 
ed, and he would be the lefſe vnwil- 
ling to goe with him, and more qui- 
erly fubmir himſelfe vnto his corre- 
ion * So we if at any tmethrough 
our - and blindnes doe nor 

ightly conceive of our croſſes, and 
the author of them; bur as vncer- 
taine we aſcribe them ro this, or to 
ttiat,orto we know not what, _— 


th 1a Gods word | {6.0 c£dy 
that we ſee clearely God ito be the 
author of them, and that we are un 
the hands 0: none. butot ourfather 3 
our mines are ſo much che more pa- 
cifiad,and we ſhall findea wonderfid 
alcrationin our (clues, ouer that was 
in vs before, in refpet of tlie paticat- 
bearing of gur preſent eſtate, what- 
ſocuer it be,// : ; E 
.. Or(roſhewit inan other, compa- 
riſon)if one ſhould be fo. hardly dealc 
withall, as is'the manner inthe Spa- 
nith Inquiſitions in which men. ars 
examined for their faich 1n. Chriſt, 
and religionco God, thatthepoore 
ſoule. might be put into. the-greater 
feare.,, and fo. the ſooner abjure his 
faith ; if he ſhould hauc a tormentor 
ſeat vato him very ougly diſguiſed, 
more like-2 deuill rhen a;man, who 
ſhould carie him into ſoine dark dune 


geon 


- , fortheefbaedD 1463 
on he knew not whether,andthers 
y him vpon the racke; O00 | 
no doubt increaſe thegricfs of his abs 
fiction ſo much the more gy becauſe 
be knew not who didgeal with hiny 
and fo could looke for no mergie at 
his hands. But now, ifwhen he were (3998 
in the mid{t of his he ſhould " 
heare.the voice of hisfather ſpeaking 


ynto himgthoug h cas diag iſed,chat 
might fomewhar vphold him, and 
ridde him of a number of thoughts 
that he was troubled with before., 
So all afflitions muſt needes by 

ſo much, the. more -vn&o 
vnto vsz as:long as we. looke not yp 
nto him, that ſendeth.its and are (0 
blind, that we conlidernot, who ſtrj= 
keth vs.. Yet when we heate out-of 
the word the voice of ourfather ſpea- 
king vnto vs, and telling vs rhat iris 
he - dealeth with vs, how ſtraunge 
and deformed ſoeuer the tormenror 
may {came to be, that is, how grie4 
| LUOUus 


PrSe too UE 


i efil-oucth'vs, aridthe 


| dovelsof iſseorip affion doc y ra” 
vs; "SES ehed' itt a mother to- 


> hte thiflde;; when (hee Teettt 
whatharme is like © cone vrito it : 
on he then Teckorhy thereby'to doe 
3) 00 

Che this is catch the Pro. 

oC Teretnie er- 

of the Lord og hoe 

ftandeth whoop men whe 
he doth moſt of allaffli& he Where 
firſtof all he bringech'i eCharcH 
of the Iewes ſbrowing for the' greats 
nes of their affliction; Which God 
had laid vpows them for their finnes: 
md in the fave” cofrmitting | cthem- 


felues wholly ro God,and praying to 
him for his Cer nr ey ſaith; 


ber.y1.13, F rye heard Ephraim HinhtiiG 


thus; 


@ 
————— — —c____ 
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ad towatls v3 in ther, ; 
that he did before i-And' 

thaerke {aluiarion ofthe Church, ;and 
of cuery member'of the ſank 
Gbds decree ioyned: with 
the etoſſe: in ſo mich chat we ite tiot 
ro looke tobe free from —_— we 
wilbpetiiert this order cabli 
God himielſe. Neither neede 
" fete it, when a5 the Lord, who: ha 
dteritiied to fave \ vs; hath 
red erty way $eobo meanes fr vg i 
vs to c our *an 0 
his decree aud Ay: 
cannot! be feuered from his dt 
of exerciſing vs vnderthe crofle.. 
And: that none of vs all'mi 
looliers: be freed from the croſſe; 
feare,that ir ſhonld' hinder vs iri ite 
falwatiott,, or in'any RN porn —_— 
fartheivs theraiinds: 

kedrvs; wherfore the Lord = 
ee t6 x2 


; [194 | . ſeeing 


. 
pt... amet _——— ——_— —_— 


ued: 

ſed; * Ran i kc bow ke | 

any. 'thar he_came' no "thee T3 

but by the crofle vnto 

ric,robe feratthe ti = 

he beethe the clagtr bro the | » 

hoyſe of God, all ocher b ery 

"= od obedirtice to Nog 

mi cild ynto hint fouei 
vledge him'cy be 

we will SHEA b6 : 

way” to" their inheritance, \ 

Chri Avent "before; the & 


this Ft 1490s 6ne H 

and all.of them ro 7 meco 
w 0 © 1 

have AL bel x: and Ao as 
be knowhe frotti thereſtofthe world 


FS. ” 
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by one and the ſame badge:&thqugh. 
Kt be ſome other a2 ſeg! 
whereby they may. be diſcerned, as 
the outward Ls 2-1 of his. wor- 
ſhip and ſcruice, andhis holy Sacra- 
meats; yetthere is one more ſpecial: 
now, the badge that hee. put ypon 
Chriſt Ieſus his eldeſt fonne; was af- 
flition and trouble in this world : 


we ſee verified in, the Goſpel .ta the 
whole cou ofhis life,but efoecial- 
ly ia his death. Seecing\this washg 
xzalc of the firſt DegOttEn, NAA6/A 13 
| Js. ng 


F "of 


# 
[1 
= 
_—_——— _ 
_—_——— * 
| —————_i— EIT "I 


rhe younger brethreh muſt refile It, 
or be we ri of it.” >: SOT 20 4 


We fee by experience, that os 


- Lad 


uery family grear is the prerogatiue 
and priuitedge of the eld bro he! 
aboue all the reſt, he by the Jaw of 
Gog was by his double portion re- 
ferredabouc il} thereſt:.avd la 0D it 
bleſſing alf his children, called LEU- Gev.49.3-- 
| behfis&ldeſt (Gnhe, The excellengic 
of dipnitie, and the excellencic of 
power, and lo ke ſhew what belon- 
ed vnto him as he was the eldeſt, if 
be l”ad norloſt it} n: nely , that CE 
ſh6uldhaue bechethe chictelt of all 
his brethren, None therefore, muſt 
lo6ke to goe beyond the eldeſt, nay 
all ean'not be like vnto him: and F- 
ny of the younger thight come'to as 
reatan inheritance ashe ,b doing 

the Tame things that he aid before 
ther, though neuer [61 bard , ann 
golngeo it $; Bine Way,that he did, 
thongh fall of many difficulties and 
Er K 3 daun- 
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dangers; they might not with an 
-olour refuſe the conditions , vi 
they would Pre oftcrouſly and ch- 
out. Pio > erre the;mſclucs be- 
fore him, Ly, thinke themſclucs þcr- 
ter then he. ; 
In like manner ſecing it hath plca- 
+19. ſedtheLord, as the Apoſtle ſaith, to 
conſecrate the pric bi our fluation 
th rough affliions,and he cathe-vnto 
glorie no ocher'way then thisz we 
ruſt thinke. it g90 for vs to goe the 
ſarge way, that we mjght be evnto | 
h im,and {> oy our practiſe cw,that 
we, acknowledge "him to. e the 
prince 'of our faluation , an qur el- 
delt brother. Therefore 25 he 15 the 
moſt chiefand principallin the com- 
monwealch,or inthe Church, or oh a 
private family, or in any place cl, 
*/home all che reſt deſire to be like 
"nw : So when We are contented to 
delike vnto Chriſt in any thing, cuen 
in the croſſe , then ſhall we declare 
OS TT - in- 


— 


tion, Or-A5 ER al 
we haue in hand, oy 


amang. man beexh 
For indole þ Bars m__ 
reat, difference c 
_ the reſt of Ta al 
of them are farre jnferi 
yet. rhere i is and. 


confarmitie - 
the other; that is, 


cement 


nnd SHyes f me ooo he pa 


$9. hqwlocuer. there i530 COMPACi- 
$90 DENESnY Chriſt and pd vt, y yet,we 


muſt hos fare agenh with 


_ therefore we not re 


cion, thathechathvn 
be lc nerokimak 


5 


derly 


= 
a 
. 
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ins 'onr {clues the meti- 
re himour head : which 

doe Fr ber darken the glo- 
ri hi im\thatis oy frftborne; ard 
on zi the an ourof him that is 


callp9, The Prin wie bf vtit falua- 
Az: tron: ON $190 ; I! 


\For what 1 208k were it in 
nd ere -1f the Nobles, 
in meanelſtc <fibicASwould 
t, which the King & 


o' doe ttt 


Ptirice had dont re?or whar dif- 
Stderwoldrhete q family, ifthe 
ples nb ah Ty witch 


2104 drfdaime r0-Becbrought vp that 

way,that che hejre6 che hote had 
beene before: Enenſo whenwe ſhall 
refiſe tobeare thecrolſe ; whic our 
Lord ind Saitibor Chtift TefusBy the 
appaifitment ofhis father hath orn 
if greater meaftte; then we ſhallor 
car: it 15: -norhi els bir pride and 
ſlfe lote ro life our ſcles 4bouec 
fim,and £0 ſay By our deedes,thirwe 


will 


forth afitag 
will nor; tn this thing be; co 


ble yinto hlity, a$t> our Prigce of &- 
me at 


"Art then, Confider-F pri 
what arititolerable thing this were 
rat we becing worle then fult an! 
aſtics,ahFwormes met inothing 
els but 2fhmpe of fineghonld defire: 
to be ſparedaboue the qnely fonne of 
God, white he hath made heite of 
all things; By whom alfo he mad@ns..c. 
rhe wortds;Whs is rhe btighenes of 
the glorie.znd rhe ingtautn forme of 
his perſon , bearing vp Mithings' 
his mightie power : 280tSmade 
much rt1& more excelletit rhen rhe 
Angels, it 3s much as heath obcat- 
ned 1 PII chEthey : 
for of higrhefairh, Thou'aremy fon, 
this dif HSRC beg flige! And of 
the orher, Lerall Ni Aneels of, God 
worſhip” him, as '<he Aſbftle dotlt 
mo{t ex&tftently fhew urge in 

herefore 


Pyiftte tothe Hebrewes. 
LL Jer 
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ler vs ner ſo.leue ourſclucsthat the 


eſtare of Chriſt Icſus ſhould ſeeme 
vameete for vs : as if he beeing tho- 
rough all aflyQRtions and temprations 
brought ynto glory,we ſhauld dream 
of a more 
and thinke tocome to itafter 2 more 


peaceable &quict manner, we know, 


not what. Pages 
- Bur ratherlctthis comfartand vp. 
hold ys inall trouble and aducritie, 
har we can never be preſſed downe 
low with, it, but that Chriſt Ieſus 
our Lord aad Prince hath been more 
eepely plunged in itbefore:&ther- 
rethe morethat weluffer,the more 
like we are; voto him. In {5 much that 
i; it were, poſſible for vs to hauc the 
aftlictons of 72þ doubled vpon vs,yca 
 wecould-goc downeinto hell, and 
fo ſuffer all che rorments of adamned 
3nd deſperaxe creature, bothn foule 
and bodice; hauingthe worme of our 
conſcience knawing: in vs continual- 


* 
24 ly; 


" ———— — 


te way for our ſclues, 


- hzeuen in them we | 
like ynto Chriſt in T 
nice, and deadly ſorrow t&f 


* 
into, complaining Hi i ic 

heauie even vneo the | | and 11 Math 36. 38. 
his bloodic ſear, b kk, h all i 

parts of this [0 Lbs Ne iraned 


the full: yea in the pars EY 
Cries that he made pon the crate 
when as he kodi NQ. co! 11; 
heauen nor in cart 6.7 for- ,W il he 
cried withaloud voices, y God,m 
God,hy haſt nl en me, and & 29.46. 
ſo gaue vp the ghoſt... * 
Butafallthis doe not ſuffice vs.and 
we further demaund, why, the Lord 
ſhould appoint harda way for vs 
vynto faluation,aad why he ſhoild or- 
daine the gate to beſo 0 ſtrait, and the «7.14 
way ſo narrow , whereby, we ſhould 
enter into life;and fo ps d ſhi 
wiſh,as many doe, har ne | 
pointed forme eaſier way then 
Ft of all I muſt lay ,as the mn 


te-m9.16 doth,, O man, who art thou , which 

pleadeſt again God? ſhall the thing 

Kimedforeohim that formed igwhy 

| haſtthouappointed metodoelo and 

fo? we muſt not preſcribe anything 

ynto the Lord in the courſe and man- 

net of our ſaluation: no more then 

children muſt preſcribe ,vnto their 

parets after what maner they ſhould 

comerto their, inheritihees and por- 

tions. Bur ſeeing thatthe ioyes of the 

kin gdome of heauch are (5grear » C- 

«>. :.,.nen fuch, as the cye hath not ſcene, 
v8 SITS | 

nor the care hath heard neither haue 

they centred "into the heart of man; 

and that we ar& altogether ſo vnwor- 

thic of the, we mult Jrinf's Guy ſclues 

| Eappie, if We cone to injoy them a- 


ny wy atthe laſt, be irnetier ſohard; 


yea, it we ſhould gOC Toft auen tho- 
rough the midſt ofhell; "on 

For when we arc come xhither,in 

the preſence of GoJ is the fulnes af 

- 2&l16.11. oy, & at his tight hand are pleaſlires 

AX for 


- 
_ cn_—_ m——_ — ——_ 


. 


" WS aw 4, 


\ and before thecal 


- 


for cuc rmore,we ( 
arrto exceed mY 


y 
: © © 
ſhall | 


all fir 


read,or tough tC gb 
ſhall ſay of I 
Sheba Tide of i the wildome 


: 


nour of | king Salome 


it: It was a.true'wori ho bevs arg os, 
in mine owne land o My aQs, an 


thy wiſdome: howbenrl Irs not 
their report, vatill I came, and mine 
eyes had ſeenc it; and bchol@ not not the 
onchalfe of thy great Wi Ag Fea 
told me; for thou excee def the fime 
that I heard: happioes thy men 
happic arc theſe ty Jefants, which 
Way, 8c. $0. we 
ſhallfinde yl things there to rey iſle 
allthateuer we heard,&ſoſhal count 
our {clues and other happie & tf 
hap y that may ſtand: inthe  preſehice 
dfor cuer. © Ia. 
oy what time we att fink "the 
on chatlifc in many & free 


ount all the! troubles FU 
26 uctliris 
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erfities that we haue ſuffered in this 
life, to ſurmoune them T fay bort' in 
eatnes ,and in continuance with- 
utariy intetruprion: As the Apoſtle 
fith,who had fo great experiefice of 
_ allkindof affiidtions , thatHe faich of 
«cores, himſclfs, We ate afflifted on'euery 
ſide;and euery where we beare abour 
in our bodice the dying of che Lord 
Iefus : for we ate alwaics deliuered 
vnto death for Teſs fake: yet he faith, 
He did not faint vnderthem:for when 
he confidered of the ioyes of heauen, 
and compared-theaftliions of this 
W cd with them; he accounted! the 
tions rH be biitſhocr, enen for a 
moment of time , and verylighr and 
caficinreſpet ofthe ercrnall glotie, 
and the great watzit of it, that was 
prepared fot him ,” and for orhers': 
7. whenheſaichyfor our light affiQion, 
which is but fot a mometit Eauferh 
voto vs faire mote exceltciitt e- 
ternall waight of ploric: and 3F he 


deli- 


+ 


'1 - . 
We 


hen more | 

ne TE +. 

CON» nom.d.uh.. 

ted, ible, at the fflitions © 

of thi ent time are not worthi 

of the gloric which ſhall WW. 
YES TS T7: 

And then we ſhallneuer 
of the hardnes of the Way 
we' came through d affli&i- 
ons vnto ſo'grear © and ere glorie 
no more then the epic is fo. 
tie that by induring ble 
things vnderthe phyſitians wr 
attained ynco perfe@t hedlth at the 
laſt: Burrather as it was "the 
fortynto Toſeph , ro ſee Genu49'y., 
honour he-was come vnto in 
fo that he was made lord Gfal i 
countr &y,tho ny 

ny ardchig C t VAT \ 
thart,thar is Piink in the < PAIR th — 


was ſold for a flauczthey phe 
inthe ftockes;8 he was ronl, 


repent vs 
by which 


Yr, 
18 


a — Hef 


ro —Aromfortab% m_ 


till hi 
te EE 


ver BY ;he rd lets his 
boy uſe, 479 rulers all has Tubſtance; 
$o it ſhallbe a comfort vnto vs for e- 


uer and cucr, that by walking inthe 
traice way of; gadlines,and nduring 


oy grienous. rig 4n, the. lame, 
we are come.to that place; here we 
ite mad d Kings & ale to raigne 
jirh Chriſt 1 1m giorie ceo Kaeboue 
en —>. 

And as Iacob Was not tforic, thi 
_ cameo inherite his fathers. bleſs 
ſing at the, _ by induringjalon EX» 

nes 2H ataers houſe by the Pace 
cates, 3nd a tedious kind 
28 bis cruel en Las 
ren C _ e hiswage 
umn to be. - ed wid 
be {cors 


bf rweng: 


of (Exp T 


yon eb ro be 
hearc of the.ſunne in 
the 


ied widh 


- = a wo i. ow @A aa. © mae a _ +4 4a. ©. #q wy a Ps ws A X2% wc Sv 


+» = ——_— 
«ww | py + ; 


o . a | \ 22 : . 
- . , | . : 
p of 
no'griefe' 


the day:''So it: . 
heart 2t all virtovsthen ztharby 
etice viider many croſſes hefeWeare 
come to'inheric the bleſſing'of our 
heauenly farhet in che kingdome'of 
heauen , which Was Prepared for vs 
before the foundationof the world; 
Butas'the Iſraelites when they Were 
quietly-poſſeſſed of the land of Ca- 
hazh 5 'THat good [and 'that' flowed 
with anke and honiejfor ioythereof 
neucr remembred'their long jorney 
rrauailing! by the' ſpace, of fourtie 
| yearesthrough-ovalt deſart and'for- 
bo wildernes; in which ſometimes 
they wanted water; ſometimes food, 
« | fmerimes were in'daunger of their 
enemies, f1merimes were (ttmgwith 
ficrie-ſerpents, and! fomerttmes were 
purin grear feare of vther calamities? 
So wee when wee are come'tothas _ 
land of promife, whereof thigi\was * 
pur a'type and figure; wheres the 
| weed kiſs inde} bearing UITOGN; Renel.s 


© 2 tinu pn 
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tinually,whoſe frairare for meat, and | 
vholc leauesarc for medicine:where 
eno more curſe,butthe throne + 
of God, and of the lambe ſhall be in : 
 it;where his ſeruants ſhall ſerue him, / 
and they ſhall ſee: his face, and hi 
name ſhall be in their forcheads: ghd 
there ſhall beno night there ,&rhey 
ſhall neede no candle, neither li 
of the ſanne: for the Lord God ſh 
ive them light,and chey ſballraigne 
Pr euermere. Then: all things | 
we hauc ſufferedin theſe daies of our Fr 
pilgrimage ſhall be cleane forgorten,.. Þ,.; 
on oat 


temembred no more. : ; 


- 


Toconclude ; as Daw:/d did-not res &, 
penthim , that he:came tothe king+ 
dome. of Iſracl arthe ende of many he 

eares, in which he ſuffered ſo. many i, 
hard things ynder the rtyrannic oh; 
Saailas he did;when as ſomerimies he. 
$44n 3 onld: have inc him chroogh wal " 
his fheare vato- the wall ,andatanos'S,. 
VT ER | 
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| CIR IPEIY ually he latdted: ' 
: after his life,as one wou d hunta p' p5 oe 58.30. ; 
Fridge in the wildernes': Sow 8 
Jforrepent' vs, that we-are comers 
Fihekingdomeof 'heanen afrer-miany 

| _—_ in which ſorictimes Wehaue 
Ibe 


che purſued of one afflition\,dnd 


Ifomerimes of another: ſo thatall our 


- Ylife lorig hath beene nothing els bue 


| 


; 
. 


ef 


continuall wartefare with ourown 
Ort ou ,and with the rengpraric 
ns of the wotld;;and of the-deuill. 
Therefore ro vphold our felues ins 
250d courſe, and char in all rridllswe 

ighe poſſeſſc or loules in patience 


Hits the ende /We'muſt confi rand 


joully meditate vpon the happines 
'the life ro come: Which Halls 


Kveeren rhe bitterneſle of all affliQi- 


$,that citherwe ſhall norfeeleithy 
;mpariſon;or it ſhal ſeeme wa 


Ieo-vs-: and fo let'vs put char ex 


s Tariorvof the Apoſtle in praftife,Ley 


7 10tbewearicofwell doingyfor iti6u.,; 


4 v5 | L 2 due 


: — -. 
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: .rakter#andis petſwaded , thats RAT y ot 


en RE nn oh 
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narc: :: }{ p af + # }; © 
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Where to perſwade the Galatians: 
and ys to go on c6ſtantly inall good+ || 
courſes -vnto che end,he makes a pro-- + 
mile of great reward which God will ' 
beſtow-vpon all chem that ſhall -o- # 
doe,not fo much-in this life , as the 7- 
lite ro come,wheneuety man ſhal res 
cciue the things that are done in his 
bodie, nh, - to: that he: hath f 
done,whether itbe good or cuilkand 
this he doth by a familiar and plaine 
compariſon ; That as the kusband- 
man though the ſecde-time be very 
painefulland coſtly vnto him ſo thar' 
borh he buics his corne at a\great 
price,and hath manyan hard iburney 
atthe plow, and mectes with many 
a/boiſterous ſtorie, yer he giues n 
ouer in the midſt, but comforts him; 
ſelfe with the hope of harueſtwhich 
m due time will come , thouphong 


4 oo D— > Aa 


9 wv per T3535, © ..c 
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for the offied. »» mw 
| te all his eoft;atid | 
A abour eo the full: hte oe 
* hath- gathered' his-corne his 
barne , he repents wry 
) whitof his colt; or trauel!, bit rache 
is' glad that by neither of'then To 
was diſcouraged from followin 
that good courſe;which hoWNeEes 
eth ro/be ſo gaiofull vio hiniſlfe. 
86 we in all ifflitions and-it 41} 
difficulties commriuih in well doing, 
maſt comfott'o) wow} Ya "with: is 
hope of that wes; that 'God hath 
promiſed i inthekihgdom of hater 
# aecoeding ro'thar,, thar is faid:itithe 
\ Pſalms, they that Tow in roatesgthall® 
reapetn ioy; they Went oitt We 
1 and caried pretious ſcede;/ hue th they 
fhal returnownh joy,and bri | 
{ ſheaves, Where the time® n 
is\compared vnto-4 ſecdectinie'n's 
ch} deare yeare, when poore”ath'*be. 
cauſe of the ſearfitie ane Þ! 
evthe fow it with _— ; 
2('y 3 


: 
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d.im -heauen is Jikened vnto the 
n'the increaſc is10 greiir, 


With, gredt 1 10Y +» This,.is that then; 
which we mult for before eur eyes, 
tate might patiently vndcrgo-the 
hardaes of affliction, is. becing he 


rearniny bring vst0 glric 


s P {appli vntea: (er, 


w4nEt Who kc condition of lite,cſpeci- 
ally;of bbndieruants and vader hea; 
| wn and vachriſtiaa maſters in thoſe 
dajgs was very hard: and willerh ch& 
to, 4dge gheir duties, conſcionably, 
{crying the Lord ,\knowing that. of 
": himyrhey ſhall receiue! their reward ; 
a Cololf 3-23 when he ſaith, Seruants be obediens 


| 


 tharahepreape &carigintheir come = 


coxtingrtothe fleſh,in all chings not | 
with, hoes reigt pleaſers, but 
10 f, heart, plealing Gad:; 
Rs fg it heartily as | 
ta the Jorg, and -ngg3o.ancn, know- 
ingeliral the Lord ye ſhall rcvivg 
tos | rae 


varg them-that arg your, maſters /ac- | 


SSC S 


reward could notthen be ſcene, and 


FEES SSBOSELEAD? 77 


- | | 24 _ 
% _ . 
: 
a * 


CT. 1 iS 
o + ys. 
_ ry 
LY 
_ 4 - 


ſerue the Lc 44. nIrtT e 16 ”—_ pF 
bevechen he geen 
F '3 though were 
baſe and painfull, a hbgeel exp 
heritance that was for the 


in the kingdome of heauen. And trul 
ly if not onely ſeruants, bur all othee 
men did belecue that-in all things 
they had to deale with God,and that . 
he would reward'them if they' did 
well, though all other-ſhould neg- 
le&-them, the hope of that miph 
comfort them in all difficulties. * -/ 
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